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About MS Risk 

MS Risk is a privately owned company domiciled in the Isle of Man. It is underwritten by a syndicate of Lloyd’s of London 
for special risks case management in all jurisdictions. It also acts as retained advisors to syndicates in the Lloyd’s of 
London specialty risk insurance markets: kidnap for ransom, extortion, hijack, illegal detention, illegal war tax, malicious 
product tamper, terrorism, political and war risk. 

MS Risk is always mindful and compliant to legislation and guidelines on the use of private security services including, but 
not limited to the US FCPA (1977), UK Bribery Act (2010), Canadian Bill C-48 (2007), ASX 8 Corporate Governance 
Principles, and the World Bank/IFC Voluntary Principles on the Use of Government and Private Security Forces. MS Risk 
is a signatory of the Swiss government’s International Code of Conduct. It is transparent and compliant to market 
expectations on legal and ethical conduct in the performance of services. 

MS Risk has a dedicated team of researchers, a 24/7 hotline service and a pool of trained and experienced consultants to 
support client needs. 

MS Risk supports clients in a variety of business sectors with the following services: 

• Security Consulting 

- Risk assessments and intelligence reporting 

- Planning and management 

- Due diligence and investigations. 

• Project Management 

- Interim security 

- Training 

- Special assignments 

• Crisis Response 

- Crisis management 

- Business continuity management 

- Hostile operations support to commercial interests 

• Virtual Security Director service for clients lacking a full time security executive.	   

References are always available. 
More information is found at www.msrisk.com 

24 hr Contact Information: 

Email: operations@msrisk.com 
Telephone: +44 207 754 3555 
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Summary (August 31 – September 6, 2015 - Week 36; Edition 105) 

 
List of Incidents at Sea for this Reporting Period 

Gulf of Guinea/West Africa:  One late reported incident during this period 

Somalia-Indian Ocean:  No incidents reported during this reporting period 

Southeast Asia: One late reported incident during this period 

South America:  No incidents reported during this reporting period 

 

North America: No current incidents to report 

Central America-Caribbean: No current incidents to report 

Atlantic Ocean Area: No current incidents to report 

Northern Europe-Baltic: No current incidents to report 

Mediterranean-Black Sea: No current incidents to report 
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SOMALIA 
 

Executive Summary  

Masters are advised to remain vigilant at all times inside the HRA and are advised to adhere to strict guidance 
and protective measures as set down in BMP4.  Sailing yachts should avoid transiting the HRA.  Past activity 
has demonstrated that pirates will attack both large and small yachts transiting this region.  While successful 
attacks and hijackings of merchant vessels have significantly decreased over the past two years, the 
possibility of attacks and the successful hijacking of sailing vessels continue to remain high.  This is due to the 
reduction of revenue sources from pirated merchant vessels and the fact that sailing yachts are vulnerable and 
easier targets.  PAG’s continue to conduct “soft approaches” on merchant ships transiting the area.  Skiffs 
have approached vessels in order to probe the reaction of the crewmembers and any possible Privately 
Contracted Armed Security Personnel (PCASP) onboard.  If the pirate approach does not elicit a response, the 
pirates will likely proceed with an attack, in which additional skiffs may participate.      
 

At Sea 

Hijacks: 

• None reported during this period.  

Unsuccessful Attacks/Robberies: 

• None reported during this period.  

Suspicious Activity: 

• None reported during this period.  

 
Piracy Reporting  

• 3 September 2015 – The Seychelles Court of Appeal has ordered the repatriation of at least eight Somalis 
to their homeland after dismissing their sentences in two appeal cases that were related to piracy 
convictions.  The rulings were announced last Friday at the end of the second sitting of the highest Court in 
Seychelles for this year.  In one of the appeals, Judges January Msofe, Anthony Fernando and Mathilda 
Twomey were unanimous in their decision to dismiss the conviction of seven Somalis who were convicted 
by the Supreme Court for the offense of piracy.  That appeal related to an incident that occurred in February 
2013, when nine suspected pirates were arrested by a Dutch Frigate, which was part of the EUNAVFOR’s 
operation Atalanta after their unsuccessful attack on a Panama-flagged cargo vessel, the M/V ALBA STAR.  
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The seven men were appealing the six-year sentences that had been imposed on them by the Seychelles 
Supreme Court, which had also allowed the release of the two other suspected pirates, as they were 
minors.  Sources have indicated that the main argument which was cited in the ruling of the three Court of 
Appeal judges to acquit the seven men and order their repatriation back to Somalia is that there was not 
enough evidence to support their conviction by the Supreme Court.  In the second case, which involves six 
other convicted pirates, the three judges were divided in their ruling.    The six pirates were apprehended in 
August 2012 while they were on their way to Somalia on board a cargo vessel, named Burhan Noor.  They 
had hijacked the vessel, along with its 14 crewmembers, in the Gulf of Aden.  Five of them were appealing 
the 24-year sentences that had been imposed on them while the other was appealing his 12-year 
sentences.  All six of the men had been convicted on two counts:  firstly for “committing an act of piracy with 
violence or detention committed for private ends against persons on board another vessel namely Burhan 
Noor by unlawfully taking control of the said vessel whilst armed with firearms” and secondly for “committing 
an act of piracy namely voluntary participation in the operation of the above mentioned ship with knowledge 
of facts making it a pirate ship.”  According to the ruling, Judge Anthony Fernando dismissed the 
convictions of all six men and ordered their repatriation to Somalia.  However Judges Twomey and Msofe, 
who were in majority in their ruling, ordered the acquittal and repatriation of only the fourth appellant, who is 
considered to be a minor.  For the other five Somalis, the two judges dismissed their appeals against the 
guilty verdict that was imposed on they, however they partly allowed the appeal against the prison 
sentences. The five men had been sentenced to two terms of 12 years, which the Supreme Court Judge 
had ordered to run consecutively, effectively amounting to 24 years imprisonment for each convict.  In their 
ruling, Judges Twomey and Msofe ruled that they will be required “to continue serving only the 12-year term 
of imprisonment meted in the first count,” adding that they may be repatriated to serve their remaining 
prison terms in Somalia.   
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Incident Map 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Source	  ONI	  
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Weather Forecast  

• Northern Arabian Sea:  Southwest winds of 15 – 20 knots and seas of 7 – 9 feet.  
•  Extended Forecast:  Southwest winds of 15 – 20 knots and seas of 6 – 8 feet.   

 
• Gulf of Oman:  East-southeast winds of 10 – 15 knots with seas of 2 – 4 feet in the western section of the 

Gulf; with east-southeast winds of 10 – 15 knots and seas of 2 – 4 feet in the eastern section of the Gulf.  
•  Extended Forecast:  East-southeast winds of 10 – 15 knots with seas of 2 – 4 feet in the western 

section of the Gulf; with south-southeast winds of 10 – 15 knots and seas of 2 – 4 feet in the eastern 
section of the Gulf.   

 
• Gulf of Aden:  West-southwest winds of 10 – 15 knots, gusting to 20 knots, and seas of 3 – 5 feet in the 

western section of the Gulf; with west-southwest winds of 10 – 15 knots, gusting to 20 knots, and seas of 3 
– 5 feet in the eastern section of the Gulf.   

•  Extended Forecast:  Southwest winds of 10 – 15 knots, gusting to 20 knots, and seas of 2 – 4 feet in 
the western section of the Gulf, with east-southeast winds of 10 – 15 knots and seas of 2 – 4 feet in 
the eastern section of the Gulf.   

 
• Somali Coast:  Westerly winds of 15 – 20 knots and seas of 7 – 9 feet in the northern section of the 

coastline; with southerly winds of 15 – 20 knots and seas of 6 – 8 feet in the southern section of the 
coastline.   

•  Extended Forecast:  Westerly winds of 15 – 20 knots and seas of 10 – 12 feet in the northern 
section of the coastline; with southerly winds of 10 – 15 knots and seas of 7 – 9 feet in the southern 
section of the coastline.   

 
• Central African Coast/Indian Ocean:  Southeast winds of 15 – 20 knots and seas of 5 – 7 feet.  

•  Extended Forecast:  South-southeast winds of 15 – 20 knots and seas of 5 – 7 feet.   
 
• Mozambique Channel:  Southerly winds of 5 – 10 knots and seas of 3 – 5 feet in the northern Channel; 

with variable winds of 5 – 10 knots and seas of 9 – 12 feet in the southern Channel.  
•  Extended Forecast:  Southerly winds of 5 – 10 knots and seas of 3 – 5 feet in the northern Channel; 

with southerly winds of 15 – 20 knots and seas of 7 – 9 feet in the southern Channel.   
 
• Surface Currents:  The northern Arabian Sea and Gulf of Aden currents are variable with most areas 

having an average speed of 1 knot.  The Mozambique Channel currents are variable having an average 
speed of 2 knots.  Currents speeds along the Somali Basin are northeasterly averaging between 1 – 2 
knots.   

 
• Synoptic Discussion:  High pressure dominates the majority of the region, providing favorable conditions 

in the northern portion of the region.  The Southwest Monsoon continues to provide increasing moisture and 
instability over the southern portion of the area as monsoonal winds continue to elevate the seas in the 
northern Arabian Sea and Somali Basin.   
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On the Ground Reporting 

• 5 September 2015 – According to a local official, al-Shabaab militants seized control of two towns over two 
days in southern Somalia and attacked two African Union (AU) convoys in the same region.  On Saturday, 
al-Shabaab disclosed that its fighters had seized two small towns located in the Lower Shabelle region:  El 
Saliindi, 65 km (40 miles) south of Mogadishu en route to Marka; and Kuntuwarey, on the road between the 
capital and Barawe.  Both captured towns are located on the routes that lead towards the capital city and 
come just days after al-Shabaab fighters attacked an AU base in the same area on 1 September.  Ali Nur, 
the acting governor of Lower Shabelle has confirmed that both towns have been captured.  Also on 
Saturday, al-Shabaab militants indicated that they attacked an AU convoy outside Marka, killing several 
soldiers.  While Nur confirmed the incident, stating “a roadside bomb targeted an AU vehicle as the AU 
convoy passed in the outskirts of Marka today,” he indicated that the death toll had not been determined.  A 
statement released by al-Shabaab indicated that the militant group had hit a second AU convoy with a 
suicide car bomb near Janale, the site of the attack on the AU base.   

• 3 September 2015 – The bodies of ten Ugandan soldiers, who were killed in Somalia by al-Shabaab 
militants, have been flown back home.  According to an army spokesman, Tuesday’s attack was a “game 
changer,” adding that al-Shabaab should expect an “appropriate response.”  In the Ugandan army’s first 
comments on the raid, army spokesman Lt. Col. Paddy Ankunda stated that “we will not relent in our efforts 
to help in the pacification of Somalia despite the attack.”  The spokesman did not provide details pertaining 
to the other two Ugandan soldiers who were killed.  Twelve Ugandan soldiers were killed in Tuesday’s raid 
on an African Union (AU) base in the southern region of the country, with al-Shabaab reporting that it had 
killed fifty AU troops.  Other reports have put the number of soldiers killed at the Janale base, which is 
located 90 km (55 miles) southwest of the capital Mogadishu, at between 20 and 50.     

• 1 September 2015 – Al-Shabaab militants have overrun an African Union (AU) military base in southern 
Somalia, with officials reporting that they inflicted heavy casualties. According to sources, at least 50 AU 
soldiers are believed to have been killed and another 50 have been reported missing after al-Shabaab 
militants overran a military camp in southern Somalia on Tuesday 1 September. A statement issued late 
Tuesday, more than 12 hours after the assault, indicated “given the complex nature of the attack, AMISOM 
is currently verifying the number of casualties and the extent of the damage.” The attack, which saw the 
militants target the camp in Janale, located 80 kilometres (50 miles) southwest of Mogadishu in the Lower 
Shabelle region and manned by Ugandan troops, now ranks as one of the deadliest yet against AMISOM 
troops.  Sources have reported that the attack began with the destruction of two bridges, which cut the 
camp off. A suicide car bomber rammed the base and was followed by an estimated 200 al-Shabaab 
fighters who overran the camp. AMISOM has indicated that its troops “undertook a tactical withdrawal” as 
the attack began. A briefing note disclosed that they soldiers did not have any air support as “low cloud and 
landing restrictions prevented air support by UN contracted support helicopters.” The note further disclosed 
that Kenyan and Ethiopian jets as well as US drones “were unavailable at the time of the attack” while 
AMISOM tanks and artillery located in Janale had been redeployed elsewhere.  Al-Shabaab, which has 
recently lost a string of key bases in the face of an AMISOM offensive, indicated that the attack was 
revenge for the killing of seven civilians by Ugandan troops at a wedding in the town of Merka in July. 

• 31 August 2015 - On Monday, the UN noted a sharp rise in those needing food aid and warned that 
Somalia remains in a “critical” state four years after a devastating famine.  In a statement, UN aid chief for 
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Somalia Peter de Clercq indicated “the levels of food insecurity and malnutrition are critical.  Humanitarian 
actors and donors have prevented the situation being a lot worse than it is, but we all need to do more,” 
adding “the situation among internally displaced people is particularly worrying.”  According to the latest 
figures, which were released Monday by the UN’s Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU) and 
the US-funded Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET), numbers of those in need of aid 
have risen by 17 percent compared to six months ago, growing from 731,000 to 855,000 people.  The UN 
has indicated that poor rains have impacted harvests, making nearly 215,000 children aged five and under 
acutely malnourished, with almost 40,000 of those children facing a “high risk of disease and death.”  The 
UN further disclosed that the reports showed that the “situation remains alarming.”     

 
 

Domestic News 

• 3 September 2015 – On Thursday, Somalia’s Federal Cabinet dismissed the head of the army forces 
General Dahir Aden Ilmi after less than three years in office.  The dismissal of the army chief comes after a 
high level ministerial meeting, which was held in Mogadishu and chaired by Prime Minister Omar 
Abdirashid.  A statement released by the Prime Minister’s office disclosed, “the Minister of Defense 
Abdulkhadir Diini presented to the Cabinet Meeting a proposal to appoint a new Chief of Somali Armed 
Forces.  After in depth deliberation, the Cabinet unanimously agreed on the new appointment.”  General 
Dahir Aden Ilmi was appointed to the post of chief of army in 2013.  He has been replaced by General 
Mohamed Aden Ahmed, who had previously held senior positions within the Somali national army.     

 
 

Regional Reporting 

• 4 September 2015 – On Friday, a Kenyan court disclosed that prosecutors should close their case against 
British terror suspect Samantha Lewthwaite, dubbed the “White Widow,” after failing to produce her in court.  
While Lewthwiate is accused of possessing explosives and planning terrorist attacks on Kenya’s tourist 
coast, police officials have been unable to find her since she gave them the slip in 2012.  Kenya issued an 
arrest warrant for Lewthwaite in 2012 and then requested that Interpol issue a “Red Notice” in 2013.  The 
trial of her alleged accomplice, fellow Briton Jermaine Grant, is ongoing in Mombasa.  Mombasa chief 
magistrate Julius Nang’ea has indicated that “this case is just like any other case, and if the suspect cannot 
be found, then the case should be closed.”  However on Friday, state prosecutor Nicholas Kitonga pleaded 
that police needed additional time to find their suspect, whose whereabouts remain unknown.     
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GULF OF GUINEA 
 

Executive Summary  

Pirate and maritime crime activity in waters off West Africa is currently at a low level, with one incident reported 
during this period.  All vessels transiting this region however are reminded to remain vigilant.  
 

At Sea 

Hijacks: 

• None reported during this period.  

Vessels Fired Upon/Attempted Boardings: 

• None reported during this period.  

Suspicious Activity: 

• 29 August 2015 (Late Report) – The Marine division of the Bayelsa State Police Command reportedly 
repelled an attack on a passenger boat by suspected pirates in the Ginagbene waterway of the Southern 
Ijaw Local Government Area of the state.  Occupants of the passenger boat escaped unhurt as a police 
patrol team came to their rescue by forcing the gunmen to retreat into the creek following a shootout.   

Kidnapping: 

• None reported during this period.  

Other Activity: 

• None reported during this period.  
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Incident Map 
 

 

 

Piracy Reporting  

• 3 September 2015 – On Wednesday, Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari urged members of the Gulf 
of Guinea to work together in order to curb the threat of piracy and insecurity in the region.  In a statement, 
Buhari disclosed that “with their shared strategic interest in the security of the Gulf of Guinea, Nigeria and 
Sao Tome & Principe must work harder with out stakeholders to keep it safe.”  Speaking to Prime Minister 
of Sao Tome & Principe Patrice Emery Trovoado in Abuja, President Buhari indicated that pirates have 
been taking advantage of poor insecurity in the Gulf in order to cause damage to local countries.  The Gulf 
of Guinea has seen a number of attacks on ships in recent years.  According to the International Maritime 
Bureau (IMB), between January and September 2014, there were 33 incidents of piracy and armed robbery.        

Source	  ONI	  



	  

Global Piracy Report

	  
	  

24 hr Global Contact: +44 207 754 3555
www.msrisk.com

	  

Weather Forecast  

• Gulf of Guinea:  Southwest winds of 10 – 15 knots and seas of 5 – 7 feet.  
•  Extended Forecast:  Southwest winds of 10 – 15 knots and seas of 5 – 7 feet.   

 
• Synoptic Discussion:  Expect partly to mostly cloudy conditions for the Gulf of Guinea with associated rain 

showers.   
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SOUTHEAST ASIA 
 

Executive Summary  

The threat of violent attacks, crime and hijackings remains high in waters off Southeast Asia.  Pirate Action 
Groups (PAG’s) are likely to target vessels to siphon fuel or oil onto another ship. Masters are therefore 
reminded to remain vigilant at all times in all regions, including at ports and anchorages.  Attacks and 
robberies can occur at anytime.  Incidents involving the siphoning of oil/fuel have been on the rise in recent 
months.  Masters are reminded to remain vigilant at all times and to report any incidents, suspicious activity, 
attacks or hijackings to the local authorities.   

 

At Sea 

Hijacks: 

• None reported during this period.  

Vessels Boarded: 

• 29 August 2015 – Robbers boarded the tug MV PERMATA1 in the Singapore Strait.  Bridge crew sent a 
distress call, which was answered by the Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN), ship RSS RESILIENCE.  The 
robbers fled towards Indonesian waters at the sight of the Singapore warship.  The RSN’s Information 
Fusion Centre (IFC) shared information on the incident and the perpetrators with the Indonesian Navy’s 
Western Fleet Sea Security Group, and the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency, which then deployed 
their naval assets to assist in the search for the robbers.  Three robbers were apprehended and the stolen 
cargo was recovered.   

Vessels Fired Upon/Attempted Boarding’s: 

• None reported during this period.  

Unsuccessful Attacks/Robberies: 

• None reported during this period.  

Suspicious Activity: 

• None reported during this period.  

Other Activity: 
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• None reported during this period.  

 

Incident Map 

 

 

Weather Forecast  

• South China Sea:  Westerly winds of 5 – 10 knots and seas of 3 – 5 feet.   
•  Extended Forecast:  Southwest winds of 5 – 10 knots and seas of 1 – 3 feet, building to 3 – 5 feet.    

 
• Malacca Strait:  Southerly winds of 3 – 8 knots and seas of 2 – 4 feet in the northern Strait; with southerly 

winds of 10 – 15 knots and seas of 2 – 4 feet in the southern Strait.   
•  Extended Forecast:  Variable winds of 3 – 5 knots and seas of 2 – 4 feet in the northern Strait; with 

southwest winds of 5 – 10 knots and seas of 2 – 4 feet in the southern Strait.    

Source	  ONI	  
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• Andaman Sea:  Westerly winds of 10 – 15 knots and seas of 5 – 7 feet.     
•  Extended Forecast:  Westerly winds of 10 – 15 knots and seas of 3 – 5 feet.      

 
• Malacca Strait:  Currents in the South China Sea and Malacca Strait will average speeds of 1 knots, while 

currents in the Andaman Sea will average 1 – 2 knots.     
 
• Synoptic Discussion:  The southwest monsoon persists in the South China Sea and Malacca Strait 

region.  
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SOUTH AMERICA 	  
 

Executive Summary  

While there have been no recent reported incidents in this region, the threat of violent attacks and robberies 
remains high in waters throughout South America.  Masters are reminded to remain vigilant at all times and in 
all regions, including ports and anchorages.   Attacks and robberies can occur at any time.   
 

At Sea 

 

Hijacks: 

• None reported during this period.  

Unsuccessful Attacks/Robberies: 

• None reported during this period.  
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