
	  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Global Piracy Report 
Detailed Weekly Piracy Report Focusing on the Horn of Africa, Gulf of Guinea, Southeast Asia and 

South America; and On - The - Ground Analysis Focusing  
on Somalia and Kenya 
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About MS Risk 

MS Risk is a privately owned company domiciled in the Isle of Man. It is underwritten by a syndicate of Lloyd’s of London 

for special risks case management in all jurisdictions. It also acts as retained advisors to syndicates in the Lloyd’s of 

London specialty risk insurance markets: kidnap for ransom, extortion, hijack, illegal detention, illegal war tax, malicious 
product tamper, terrorism, political and war risk. 

MS Risk is always mindful and compliant to legislation and guidelines on the use of private security services including, but 

not limited to the US FCPA (1977), UK Bribery Act (2010), Canadian Bill C-48 (2007), ASX 8 Corporate Governance 

Principles, and the World Bank/IFC Voluntary Principles on the Use of Government and Private Security Forces. MS Risk 

is a signatory of the Swiss government’s International Code of Conduct. It is transparent and compliant to market 
expectations on legal and ethical conduct in the performance of services. 

MS Risk has a dedicated team of researchers, a 24/7 hotline service and a pool of trained and experienced consultants to 
support client needs. 

MS Risk supports clients in a variety of business sectors with the following services: 

• Security Consulting 

- Risk assessments and intelligence reporting 

- Planning and management 

- Due diligence and investigations. 

• Project Management 

- Interim security 

- Training 

- Special assignments 

• Crisis Response 

- Crisis management 

- Business continuity management 

- Hostile operations support to commercial interests 

• Virtual Security Director service for clients lacking a full time security executive.	   

References are always available. 
More information is found at www.msrisk.com 

24 hr Contact Information: 

Email: operations@msrisk.com 
Telephone: +44 207 754 3555 
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Summary (September 8 - 14, 2014 - Week 37; Edition 54) 

 
List of Incidents at Sea for this Reporting Period 

Gulf of Guinea/West Africa:  No incidents reported during this period 

Somalia-Indian Ocean:  One incident reported during this period 

Southeast Asia:  One late reported incident   

South America:  No incidents reported during this period  

 

North America: No current incidents to report 

Central America-Caribbean: No current incidents to report 

Atlantic Ocean Area: No current incidents to report 

Northern Europe-Baltic: No current incidents to report 

Mediterranean-Black Sea: No current incidents to report 

 



	  

Global Piracy Report

	  

	  

24 hr Global Contact: +44 207 754 3555

www.msrisk.com

	  

SOMALIA 

 

At Sea 

Hijacks: 

• None reported during this period.  

Unsuccessful Attacks/Robberies: 

• None reported during this period.  

Suspicious Activity: 

• 8 September 2014 – At 1300 UTC in position 13:07N – 048:41E, an MV reported another craft in 

distress unable to start its engines.  A large number of passengers, approximately 60 – 90, including 

children, were sighted inside the craft under an orange tarpaulin.  Despite standing by to assist, offers 

of help were not accepted.  The craft regained propulsion and headed off towards the Yemeni Coast.   
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Weather Analysis 

• Northern Arabian Sea – Southwest winds of 15 – 20 knots and seas of 6 – 8 feet.  

• Extended Forecast – Southwest winds of 10 – 15 knots and seas of 3 – 5 feet.  

 

• Gulf of Oman – East-southeast winds of 3 – 5 knots and seas of 1 – 3 feet in the western section of 

the Gulf; with southeast winds of 3 – 5 knots and seas of 1 – 3 feet in the eastern section of the Gulf. 

• Extended Forecast – East-southeast winds of 5 – 10 knots and seas of 1 – 3 feet in the 

western section of the Gulf; in the eastern section of the Gulf winds will be southeasterly at 10 – 

15 knots with seas of 2 – 4 feet.   

 

• Gulf of Aden – Westerly winds of 10 – 15 knots and seas of 4 – 6 feet in the western section of the 

Gulf; with westerly winds of 10 – 15 knots and seas of 4 – 6 feet in the eastern section of the Gulf. 

• Extended Forecast – In the eastern section of the Gulf, winds will be westerly at 10 – 15 knots 

with seas of 1 – 3 feet; in the westerly section of the Gulf, winds will be at 10 – 15 knots with 

seas of 1 – 3 feet.  

 

• Somali Coast – South-southwest winds of 15 – 20 knots and seas of 6 – 8 feet; with southwest winds 

of 15 – 20 knots and seas of 10 – 12 feet in the vicinity of the Horn of Africa.   

• Extended Forecast – South-southwest winds of 15 – 20 knots and seas of 6 – 8 feet; with 

southwest winds of 20 – 25 knots and seas of 8 – 10 feet in the vicinity of the Horn of Africa.   

 

• Central African Coast/Indian Ocean – Southeast winds of 10 – 15 knots and seas of 6 – 8 feet.   

• Extended Forecast – Southeast winds of 10 – 15 knots and seas of 6 – 8 feet.   

 

• Mozambique Channel – East-northeast winds of 5 – 10 knots and seas of 3 – 5 feet in the northern 

Channel; with northwest winds of 5 – 10 knots and seas of 4 – 6 feet in the southern Channel.  

• Extended Forecast – North-northeast winds of 5 – 10 knots and seas of 4 – 6 feet in the 

northern Channel; with northeast winds of 5 – 10 knots and seas of 4 – 6 feet in the southern 

Channel.   

 

• Surface Currents – The northern Arabian Sea and Gulf of Aden currents are variable with most areas 

having an average speed of 1 knot.  The Mozambique Channel currents are variable having an 

average speed of 2 knots.  Currents speeds along the Somali basin are northeasterly and average 

between 1 – 2 knots.   

 

• Synoptic Discussion – The Southwest Monsoon season continues to influence the weather in the 

region.  A tightening pressure gradient over the Arabian Gulf will produce moderate northwesterly wind 

flow and building seas throughout the Region.  Expect restricted visibility due to dust in that area as 

well as moderate haze and mist in the Arabian Gulf and Gulf of Oman.   
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Sea Conditions for the Following Week 

 

 

 

 

 

*** In this graphic, the green shading represents a reduced likelihood of small boats and skiffs operation in 

the area due to harsh sea conditions, while the red indicates a higher likelihood of favorable sea conditions 

for skiffs and smaller boats *** 
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On the Ground Analysis 

• 9 September 2014 – The local administration in the El-bur district of Galgadud region has confirmed that 

the road between El-bur and Dhusamareb districts is now open to the public.  Al-Shabaab militants had 

previously blockaded the road.  Speaking to local reporters, Somali government commissioner in El-bur 

district, Nur Hassan Gutale disclosed that security in the area had dramatically improved, adding that locals 

in Dhusamareb and El-bur districts can now use the road for their own business activities and other 

purposes.  The opening of the road will also enable relief agencies to deliver much needed aid to internally 

displaced families in the region.  According to the commissioner, Somali security forces are currently 

carrying out other military operations aimed at removing other illegal roadblocks in the area.  

 

Domestic News  

• 9 September 2014 – Somali authorities disclosed Tuesday that they will investigate charges that women 

and girls in the capital city were raped by African peacekeepers, who are a principal source of security in 

the war-torn country.  A report released on Monday by Human Rights Watch (HRW) documented the rape 

or sexual exploitation of twenty-one women and girls at peacekeeping bases run by the African Union 

Mission in Somalia (AMISOM).  All of the cases include women and girls displaced from their homes, with 

HRW noting that while the soldieries involved were all from Uganda and Burundi, it is likely that similar 

abuses of women by other state troops occurred at other bases throughout the country.  A statement 

released by Somali Prime Minister Abdiweli Sheikh Ahmed disclosed, “the government condemns all forms 

of abuse against the Somali people and remains committed to ensuring perpetrators of any crime against its 

civilians are brought to justice.”  In a response to the report, the Commission of the African Union indicated 

that the report amounts to a “misrepresentation of the sacrifices, achievements and genuine commitment of 

AMISOM in support of peace in Somalia, and contained “imbalance, inaccuracies and partial view.”  

AMISOM’s statement further indicated that in particular, the report “uses a small number of cases to arrive 

at a generalized conclusion” and “exhaustively interrogate the scale and prevalence of these allegations.”     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regional Reporting  

• 13 September 2014 – The United States embassy reported Saturday that Ugandan security forces have 

stopped a cell of al-Shabaab insurgents who were apparently “planning for an imminent attack.”  A 

statement released by the US embassy disclosed, “Ugandan authorities reported the discovery of an al-

Shabaab terrorist cell in Kampala,” noting that US officials “…remain in close contact with out Ugandan 

counterparts as investigations continue into what appears to have been planning for an imminent attack.”  

Police spokesman Fred Enanga confirmed that forces had “made arrests.”  In the wake of an imminent 

terrorist attack, US security forces have boosted patrols around major sites and have warned its citizens.  

Embassy officials have disclosed that “at this point we are not aware of specific targets, and the Ugandan 

authorities have increased security at key sites, including Entebbe International Airport….If you must move 

about, remain aware of your surroundings, avoid crowds, monitor local news stations for updates, and 

maintain a high level of vigilance.”  The US embassy warning comes nearly a week after US embassy 

officials warned that al-Shabaab insurgents may try to exact revenge for a US strike that killed the militant 
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group’s commander.  Last Monday, officials warned US citizens to “stay alert to the ongoing potential 

terrorist attacks in Uganda…we also caution US citizens of the possibility of retaliatory attacks in Uganda by 

al-Shabaab in response to the US and Ugandan military actions in Somalia last week which killed al-

Shabaab leader Ahmed Godane.”    
• 10 September 2014 – On Wednesday, a Kenyan judge ended the case against the governor of the coastal 

region of Lamu, who had been arrested on allegations of being linked to a spate of massacres.   Judge 

Martin Muya rejected calls by the prosecution for more time in order to probe the massacres before they 

could press charges.  The judge also ordered that the governor’s bail bond be returned.  Although 

prosecution lawyers could still request the charges against the governor, if and when investigations turn up 

any evidence, Wednesday’s ruling effectively ended the case.  Speaking to reporters outside the court, 

Governor Issa Tiamamy stated that he is “…happy with the ruling, for I had nothing to do with the attack.”  

In July, Governor Timamay of Lamu was arrested in connection with a string of coastal killings, which were 

claimed by al-Shabaab militants but which the Kenyan government blamed on local political networks.  At 

the time, survivors of the attack, which occurred in the town of Mpeketoni, reported gunmen speaking 

Somali and carrying al-Shabaab flags, stating that their actions were in revenge for Kenya’s continued 

military presence in Somalia.  The governor, who was never changed and had been freed on bail, fiercely 

denied having any connections to the massacre of nearly fifty people.   
 

International Developments  

• 8 September 2014 – German officials disclosed Monday that three German men were arrested over the 

weekend, on suspicion of being members of al-Shabaab, after flying home from Kenya.  A spokeswoman 

for the federal prosecutors service has disclosed that the “three suspects were arrested at Frankfurt airport.”  

According to the Federal Prosecutor’s Office, the three men were arrested Saturday on charges of 

membership in a foreign terrorist organization and of preparing an act of violence in connection with their 

time in Somalia.  The office however has disclosed that currently “there is no evidence the suspects had 

made any concrete preparations or plans for attacks” in Europe.  The three – identified only as Steven N., 

26; Abdullah W, 28 and Abdulsalam W., 23 – are alleged to have travelled to Somalia in 2012 and 2013 to 

join al-Shabaab.  During that period, they received weapons and combat training.  They have been ordered 

to be held in custody as the investigation against them continues.  Kenyan police have also disclosed that 

they are investigating a possible connection between these three men and two German nationals suspected 

of being al-Shabaab members who are currently being held in Nairobi.   The acting head of the Kenya Anti-

Terror Police Unit, John Mulaulu has disclosed that Kenyan police arrested two German men in their 

twenties on 29 August in Nairobi.  According to Mulaulu, the two suspects – Warsame Abdi Wahid and 

Pebourbi Mounir – were planning to return to Germany and may have recently fled Somali during a military 

offensive against al-Shabaab.  Kenya has long been a transit point for foreign extremists and recruits 

looking to fight with al-Shabaab in neighboring Somalia.  If the men’s links to al-Shabaab are confirmed by 

Kenyan and German officials, this will further highlight the growing threat coming from European nationals 

who travel to join extremist fighters such as al-Shabaab and IS in Iraq and Syria.        
• A new report released by Human Rights Watch (HRW) Monday revealed that the internationally 

funded African Union (AU) troops in Somalia have raped women and girls as young as twelve and 

traded food aid for sex.  According to the HRW report, “some of the women who were raped said that 
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the soldiers gave them food or money afterwards in an apparent attempt to frame the assault as 

transactional sex,” adding “they have also raped or otherwise sexually assaulted women who were 

seeking medical assistance or water at AMISOM bases.”  Officials have indicated that the women 

largely came from camps located in the capital city Mogadishu after fleeing rural Somalia during the 

2011 devastating famine.  The report is based on the testimonies of twenty-one women and girls, with 

the youngest interviewed, aged 12, indicating that a Ugandan soldier raped her.  HRW officials have 

indicated that the reports’ findings “…raise serious concerns about abuses by AMISOM soldiers 

against Somali women and girls that suggest a much larger problem.”  The cases investigated by 

HRW officials involved troops from Burundi and Uganda, with only two cases filing police complaints.  

HRW Africa head Daniel Bekele is now warning, “as another food crisis looms in Mogadishu’s 

displacement camps, women and girls are once again desperate for food and medicine.  They should 

not have to sell their bodies for their families to survive.”  Conditions in Somalia remain dire, with the 

United Nations and aid workers warning that large areas of the country are struggling with extreme 

hunger and drought, just three years after a famine killed more than a quarter of a million people.  

Last week, UN officials warned that over a million people were classified in either “crisis” or 

“emergency” situations, which is just one step short of famine on its hunger scale.  AMISOM troops 

last month launched a major offensive aimed at seizing key ports and cutting off an important source 

of revenue for the Islamist rebels, with HRW officials stating that the force now needed to end the 

abuses carried out by its troops.  There was no immediate reaction from the AU force AMISOM, 

whose 22,000 soldiers drawn from six nations have been fighting alongside government troops 

against al-Shabaab insurgents since 2007.  AMISOM donors include Britain, the United States, the 

United Nations and the European Union.  Update (9 September 2014) – The African Union has 

strongly rejected the conclusions contained in a recent report released by the HRW, which alleged 

sexual exploitation and abuse carried out by AMISOM troops.  A statement released by AMISOM 

indicated that while the Commission of the African Union (AU) is concerned by the report, “it will take 

note of the allegations, which will be thoroughly investigated, with appropriate measures being taken if 

they are found to be true.”  In its statement, the Commission noted that these allegations “do not 

define the character, organizational culture and management of the AU Mission in Somalia 

(AMISOM)...,” noting that the allegations in the HRW report “constitute a misrepresentation of the 

sacrifices, achievements and genuine commitment of AMISOM and the Troops and Police 

Contributing Countries, in support of the people and the Federal Government of Somalia in their quest 

for sustainable peace, security, stability and reconciliation.”      
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GULF OF GUINEA 

 

At Sea 

Hijacks: 

• None reported during this period.  

Unsuccessful Attacks/Robberies: 

• None reported during this period.  

 

Weather Analysis 

• Gulf of Guinea – Southwest winds of 10 – 15 knots and seas of 6 – 8 feet.  

• Extended Forecast – Southwest winds of 10 – 15 knots and seas of 6 – 8 feet.  

 

• Synoptic Discussion – Expect partly cloudy conditions for the Gulf of Guinea.   
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SOUTHEAST ASIA 
 

At Sea 

Hijacks: 

• None reported during this period.  

Unsuccessful Attacks/Robberies: 

• 3 September 2014 (Late Report) – Three robbers armed with knives boarded an anchored product 

tanker near position 22:44N – 070:01E, Kandla Outer Anchorage.  The Threatened the duty crewman 

who managed to escape and informed the bridge.  Alarm was raised and crewmembers were 

mustered.  Upon seeing the crewmembers alertness, the robbers fled with stolen ship property.   

 

Suspicious Activity: 

• None reported during this period.  

 
 

Piracy Related News  

 
• 10 September 2014 – The International Maritime Bureau (IMB) has expressed concern over the rise in the 

cases of hijackings of small coastal tankers carrying oil and diesel in Southeast Asia, with officials warning 

that the incidents are developing into a new trend in pirate attacks in the area.  According to IMB director 

Pottengal Mukudan, “the recent increase in the number of successful hijackings is a cause for concern,” 

noting that while so far, these attacks have only targeted small coastal tankers, it cannot currently be ruled 

out that pirates will not later focus on targeting and hijacking larger coastal tankers that transit the region.  

The IMB currently advises all vessels transiting the area “…to maintain strict anti-piracy measures in these 

waters and to report all attacks and suspicious approaches by small craft.”  Since April this year, at least six 

known cases of coastal tankers being hijacked for their cargoes of diesel or gas oil have been reported in 

Southeast Asia, which has sparked fears of a new trend in pirate attacks in the region.  Prior to these 

reports, the majority of attacks have been on vessels that were mainly at anchor and which were boarded 

for petty theft.  According to the Piracy Reporting Centre, in the first six months of 2014, globally there were 

116 incidents of piracy and armed robbery against ships that were reported.  In 2014, 10 vessels were 

hijacked, seven fired upon, 78 boarded and 21 vessels reported attempted attacks against their vessels.     
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SOUTH AMERICA 	  

 

At Sea 

 

Hijacks: 

• None reported during this period.  

Unsuccessful Attacks/Robberies: 

• None reported during this period.  
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