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Special Report - UN Leader Calls for More Aid for the Sahel Region

Central African Republic

On Land

• 16 June 2013 - Military sources  have indicated that at least sixteen people were killed during clashes that were carried out 
between rebels belonging to the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) and villagers in the Central African Republic (CAR).

Regional Reporting

• 19 June 2013  - The Central African Republic (CAR) and Sudan have agreed to deploy a  joint force to control their common 
border.

International Developments

• 14 June 2013 - A  cabinet reshuffle in the CAR,  which was requested by the international community in order to reduce the 
dominance of rebel leaders  who seized power in a March coup, has left the representatives  of the Seleka coalition in most of the 
top cabinet posts.
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Equatorial Guinea

• 13 June 2013 - A court  in  France  has  upheld an arrest warrant for charges of money-laundering for the son of Equatorial 
Guinea’s president.

Guinea

Domestic News

• 20 June 2013 - On Thursday, Guinea’s  opposition parties pulled out of UN-mediated election talks  with the  government  after 
they accused police and youths of attacking one of their leaders and his supporters.      

• 17 June 2013 - A spokesman for the elections  commission in Guinea has indicated that the repeatedly delayed parliamentary 
election, which is  meant to complete the country’s  transition to civilian rule,  will have to be postponed again after the government 
and opposition failed to reach an agreement on how to run the vote.

• 10 June 2013 - According to the  international mediator,  after weeks of violent protests,  Guinea’s  ruling party and opposition have 
moved closer to drafting a framework which may allow the country to move forward and hold much-delayed legislative elections.

International Developments

• 17 June 2013 - The United States  government has indicated that it  will work with its counterparts  in Guinea on transparency 
measures in the minerals and mining industry.

• 15 June 2013 - Guinea has  urged the G8  group to back its battle  with corruption by helping trace shell  companies  that are used 
to hide crooked deals and to track dirty money flows.

Ivory Coast

• 12 June 2013 - A  former Ivory Coast  minister and key ally of ex-president Laurent Gbagbo has  indicated that he fears  a possible 
extradition from Ghana to the Ivory coast would end in torture.  

• 11 June 2013 - A court in Abidjan has charged the youth leader of former President Laurent Gbagbo’s party with plotting to 
destabilize the state.     

• 10 June 2013 - Meanwhile more than half of the Ivory Coast’s press industry has been suspended.  The regulatory authority 
announced the news as it promised to “clean up” the sector.

Liberia

• 19 June 2013  - An infantry unit of the Armed Forces of Liberia  (AFL)  will be departing the country tomorrow, June 20, en route  to 

join the African International Support Mission in Mali (AFISMA).

Mali

On the Ground Events

• 18  June 2013 - Mali’s government has signed a peace deal with Tuareg rebels  in order to help pave the way for elections which 
are due to take place at the end of next month.     

• 17 June 2013 - In a  statement that was  published on Sunday, Al-Qaeda’s  North African branch has confirmed that one of its  top 
leaders, Abdelhamid Abou Zeid, was killed in fighting in Mali.  

• 13 June 2013 - International  mediators  have  failed to convince Mali’s  Interim President to sign a deal with northern Tuareg rebels 
that would effectively pave the way for nationwide polls next month.  

Domestic News

• 17 June 2013 - A female lawmaker is set to run for President in elections which are due to be held next month. 

Regional Reporting

• 13 June 2013 - Algeria’s  army has  killed five militants reportedly belonging to the Movement for Oneness and Jihad in West 
Africa while the armed group was attempting to enter into the country through the border it shares with Mali.

International Developments

• 13 June 2013 - The United Nations has added Mali onto its child soldier list of shame. 

• 11 June 2013  - Rwanda’s  General Jean-Bosco Kazura has been appointed to command the United Nations peacekeeping force 
in Mali.     

Special Report - Peace Accord Reached Between Malian Government and Tuaregs
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Mauritania

Security Summary

Niger

• 20 June 2013 - France’s nuclear giant Areva has  partially restarted uranium production at  its Somair mine  in Niger, which was 
damaged in a suicide bomb attack that was carried out late last month.   

• 7 June 2013 - A statement released by Al-Jazeera has confirmed that  a  team of the Qatar-owned network’s journalists has  been 
released late on Monday after being detained for three days in eastern Niger where they were held in a prison cell.

Nigeria

On Land

• 20 June 2013  - Following recent attacks in the region,  Nigeria’s military has  banned satellite phones in the northern state in order 
to further hinder communication by Islamist militants.  

• 19 June 2013  - Officials  in Nigeria  have indicated that gunmen have killed at least forty-eight  people in an attack that was carried 
out on a village in the Zamfara state.  

• Meanwhile in the  state of Maiduguri, suspected Islamist militants have killed at least nine school children in what is the 
second targeted attacks on students which has occurred in recent days. 

• 10 June 2013 - Local residents  reported on Monday that Boko Haram militants  entered a neighborhood in the  city of Maiduguri 
and killed at least eleven people with weapons that were hidden in a coffin.  

Domestic News

• 18  June 2013 - A court in Nigeria has  dismissed charges  against eight  of the fifteen Russian seamen who were arrested in 
October of last year for alleged illegal arms possession. 

International Developments

• 11 June 2013 - US-based Chevron has  announced that it will be selling its  interest in  two Nigerian blocks, effectively becoming 
the latest multi-national company to part with assets in Africa’s largest crude producer.  

Senegal

• 18  June 2013 - US President Barack  Obama is planning to visit  Senegal, and the greater Sahel  region, as the  country faces 
unprecedented security challenges  from transnational  jihadist groups such as  Boko Haram in NIgeria  and The Signed in Blood 
Brigade, which is believed to be active in northern Mali and Libya.  

• 17 June 2013 - France has  agreed to provide 700,000 euros in  order to help Senegal boost its anti-terrorism security apparatus 
amidst a rising threat from Islamists linked to al-Qaeda in the Sahel region.

Togo

• 20 June 2013 - Togo’s main opposition parties have decided to contest the 21 July parliamentary elections after having previously stated 
that they would not participate following concerns over the fairness of the elections.

Piracy in the Gulf of Guinea

Unsuccessful Attacks/Boardings/Robberies

• 19 June 2013 - Five pirates  armed with machine guns boarded a general cargo ship at anchor between 0145 - 0245 LT at 
09:14N - 013:57.3W, around 25 nautical miles south-west of Conakry, Guinea. 

• 13 June 2012 - Offshore supply vessel was reported attacked and boarded by pirates at 0320 LT at 04:20.65N - 008:02.13E, 
approximately 7 nautical miles south-southwest from the OFON oil field located 30 nautical miles off the coast of Nigeria. 

• 3 June 2013 (Late Report) - An unknown number of robbers  attempted to board a Singapore-flagged chemical  tanker, Rhino, 
at anchor at 06:16.50N - 003:20.7E, Lagos anchorage, Nigeria.

Piracy News

• 18  June 2013 - A French sailor kidnapped from a tanker in Togo as a shield for his  attackers, has  been freed in the oil-producing 
region of Nigeria. 
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Special Report - UN Leader Calls for More Aid for the Sahel Region

United Nations leader Ban Ki-moon has called on countries  in the Sahel to improve their border 
security to counter terrorism, and for rich countries to further aid the impoverished nations in that 
region.  In a new report released by the UN and sent to the Security Council, Mr. Ban warns that 
conflict in the vast region, which runs from Mauritania on Africa’s West Coast to Eritrea in the east, will 
only worsen unless a more integrated approach is taken which will focus on security and allow those 
states to lift their fast-growing populations out of poverty.  Countries in the Sahel which have seen 
conflict include Mali and Sudan’s Darfur.  The region also encompasses some of the world’s  poorest 
countries which have vast and arid regions that see regular climate crises.  The UN report also states 
that within the next twenty-five years, the population in the region is set to “balloon” from 150 million 
to 250 million.  

The report reflects mounting international concern over the region.  It also comes at a time when 
Japan last week announced that it would provide US $1 billion to help the “stabilization” of the Sahel.  
In the report, which was largely drawn up by Mr. Ban’s special envoy to the region, former Italian 
prime minister Romano Prodi, the UN chief highlighted that “weak governance, widespread 
corruption,” and “chronic political instability,” were amongst the issues threatening the overall security 
in the region.  He further indicated that “only through strong, common preventative actions geared 
primarily towards development can we avoid the Sahel turning into an area dominated by criminal and 
terrorist groups that undermine our collective security.”  The UN chief noted that he was “alarmed” by 
the rise of groups, such as al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), which has been active in Mali, as 
well as Boko Haram in Nigeria and other transnational criminal organizations in the region.  He 
highlighted that there were clear links between crime syndicates trafficking drugs and the militants in 
the Sahel and has called for greater efforts  by countries and regional groups, such as the African 
Union (AU), to boost cooperation amongst police, military, frontier and customs services.  Mr. Ban has 
also called for regional intelligence meetings and has offered UN aid to police and judges, whom he 
states should devote greater attention to terrorist financing, crime and arms trafficking.  There is also a 
greater need for“exchange of information” between airports in Latin America, Africa and Europe to 
counter the narcotics trade routes from South America through Africa.  According to the UN report, 
an estimated eighteen tons of cocaine, worth US 1.25 billion, transited through West Africa in 2012, 
much of which passed through the Sahel.  Mr. Ban has indicated that his proposed UN Integrated 
Strategy for the Sahel seeks to boost security by helping to improve governance and getting aid to 
the 11.4 million people, including five million children, still threatened by malnutrition.  The UN 
humanitarian coordinator for the Sahel, Robert Piper, indicated this week that a US $1.7 billion appeal 
for the region had only been thirty-six percent funded.    
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Security Summary

Any citizens traveling to, and residing in, Burkina Faso are urged to exercise and maintain a high level of security 
awareness at all times.

Threats and Concerns

There is a general threat from terrorism 
throughout the Sahel region. Given the 
on-going French military intervention in 
Mali, the threat of retribution against 
Western private sector interests, 
especially French, has increased. 
Although there are currently no known 
Islamist operatives in Burkina Faso, the 
country’s  shared border with Mali may 
enable such elements  to gain access. 
Furthermore, such militants  may have 
disguised themselves as refugees  in an 
attempt to blend in and to cross the 
border without detection. The regional 
Islamist elements  that could threaten 
Burkina Faso include: al-Qaeda in the 
Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), Movement for Oneness  and Jihad in West Africa (MUJAO), Ansar al Dine, Ansar al 
Sharia and Boko Haram.

Kidnapping Threats

Over the past several weeks, regional Islamist militants, such as members  of AQIM, have specifically targeted 
Westerners  for kidnapping for ransom in neighbouring countries. Although no known kidnappings  have taken 
place in Burkina Faso, the instability throughout the region, specifically in Mali, has increased potential 
vulnerabilities. Intelligence reports  have confirmed that terrorists  are highly likely to be planning kidnap 
operations  from Burkina Faso. Consequently there is a  heightened risk that such kidnap activity may cross  the 
northern borders  from Niger and Mali into Burkina Faso. MS RISK advises against all travel to the northern 
region of Burkina  Faso, specifically north of the town of Boulsa, which is located 25km north of the capital city of 
Ouagadougou. This  includes the border provinces  of Lebara, Kenedougou, Banwa, Kossi, Sourou, Yatenga, 
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Loroum, Soum, Oudalan, Seno, Yagha, Komondjari and Tapoa. Since 2008, al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 
(AQIM) has captured over 25 hostages of a variety of nationalities, primarily European, and a number of these 
hostages are still being held.

There is also a high risk of armed groups  stopping vehicles  (including public buses  to rob them. Such incidents 
have occurred in various  parts of the country, particularly at night. Therefore, all travel between towns by road at 
night is  to be avoided, especially from Ouagadougou to Po where there is a  heightened risk. This  is  especially 
severe on market days  when bandits  often target merchants  with stock or cash en route to and from the urban 
areas. 

MS RISK Guidance to Organisations in Burkina Faso:

Although the biggest concern at this time remains in the northern areas  of the country, specifically along the 
porous Mali border and at the junction of the Niger border, the attack and kidnapping in Algeria has 
demonstrated that such attacks  can occur at any place and at any time. In addition, the attack on BP in Algeria 
came just days  after Islamists  announced that they would retaliate against French interests in the region. 
Consequently, it is highly likely that more attacks will take place over the coming months.

There is an increased Burkinabe military presence in the north of the country and companies should review their 
respective security situations and consider the following:

• Location and safety of personnel

• Security controls, communications and contingency plans at static locations

• Work tempo implications

• Journey management systems in place and working

• Liaison with the military - use of military escorts, coordination between multiple assets, confirmation that 
military escorts are coordinated and competent for the task.

• Reviewing all crisis management contingencies including but not limited to the following:

• Kidnap (for ransom or ideological purposes)

• Medical emergency and evacuation cycle for northern area

• Interdiction of road moves for personnel and any convoys

• Loss of communications with remote locations - enhanced comms options, access to stores if
replenishment is restricted or cut off.
Media and public affairs contingency

Companies relying on police escorts  in the northern region of the country should ensure that travel patterns do 
not become predictable. Varying routes  is difficult due to the limited road networks, therefore, it is  even more 
important to vary the types  of vehicles  used as well as the times  of the journeys and to avoid travel patterns 
becoming widely known. This is  especially critical given the current tensions  along the Mali border and the 
impending ECOWAS operations. All companies  linked to the World Bank/International Finance Cooperation 
should familiarise themselves  with the IFC Voluntary Principles on the Use of Security Forces. This  applies to 
military, police or private security services.

Finally, unconfirmed reports suggest there is an elevated banditry threat on the main routes south and east of 
the town of Fada N’Gourma en route to Pama and Diapala respectively. Road moves to these areas should be 
risk assessed and liaison with police should occur until the nature of the threats has been clarified. Companies 
with operations in the region are invited to report incidents to MS Risk to aid in assessing local conditions. 
Liaising with insurers to ensure appropriate cover is in place to meet special risks where needed is also  strongly 
advised.
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Security Summary

MS Risk advises against all travel to the Central African Republic (CAR). The armed rebel coalition 
Seleka has renewed its offensive against President Francois Bozize’s government and has taken 
control of the capital, Bangui. Security throughout the country continues to rapidly deteriorate with 
gunfire, violence and widespread looting reported throughout the capital.

Armed rebels took control of a number of towns in the northern and central areas of the country in 
December 2012 and January 
2013, stopping 75 km from 
Bangui. While a ceasefire 
agreement was made in 
Librevi l le, Gabon on 11 
January 2013, the situation 
r e m a i n e d f r a g i l e a n d 
unpredictable. The rebels 
restarted their offensive in 
mid-March and took control 
of Bangui on 24 March.

 Currently the government 
has very limited control over 
much of the country and 
there are reports of rebel 
a c t i v i t y, b a n d i t r y a n d 
hostage-taking country-
wide. . Reports have also 
sur faced that hosp i ta ls 

throughout Bangui are running dangerously low on supplies and the situation thereremains fragile, and 
A curfew is  in place from midnight to 4am  and the streets should be avoided during this time. At 
other times, MS Risk advises extreme care, and to travel in groups if possible. There are armed 
patrols at night in Bangui and roadblocks - both official and unofficial - that are likely to be manned by 
armed personnel and  particular care should be taken when approaching these.

Any individuals in the country are advised to leave now. Anyone who remains should take all 
necessary precautions and stay in a safe place with sufficient stocks of food and water. If the situation 
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deteriorates further, leaving the country by commercial means will likely become increasingly difficult. 
Currently regional country flights have been suspended. We advise anyone remaining in the country to 
keep up to date with local political developments and to avoid all political rallies, demonstrations and 
large public gatherings.Any individuals in the country are advised to leave now. Those who remain 
should take all the necessary precautions in order to stay in a safe place with sufficient stocks of food 
and water. If the situation deteriorates further, leaving the country by commercial means will likely 
become increasingly difficult. Currently regional country flights have been suspended. We advise 
those remaining in the country to keep up to date with local political developments and to avoid all 
political rallies, demonstrations or large public gatherings.

On Land

• 16 June 2013  - Military sources have indicated that at least sixteen people were killed during 
clashes that were carried out between rebels belonging to the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) and 
villagers in the Central African Republic (CAR).  According to a source, LRA fighters attacked two 
villages in the central mining region of Bria on Thursday, initially killing six people and wounding 
about ten others as they looted houses.  The source added that “the rebels were pursued and 
caught by villagers armed with rifles...who killed four of them.”  The LRA fighters responded with a 
fresh attack during which they killed six more people. 

Regional Reporting

• 19 June 2013  - The Central African Republic (CAR) and Sudan have agreed to deploy a joint force 
to control their common border.  Sudanese Defence Minister Abdulrahim Mohamed Hussein has 
disclosed that his country is ready to provide assistance to the new regime in the CAR, especially to 
provide technical and military training.  The Seleka coalition of former rebels overthrew the regime of 
Fancois Bozize on March 24, after which its leader, Michel Djotodia, proclaimed himself as President 
of the CAR.  He will be the interim leader of the country during an eighteen-month transition period 
after which elections will be organized.  However since then, his government has struggled to fully 
secure the landlocked nation.  After the removal of Bozize’s regime, the European Union suspended 
more than US $200 million in aid and warned that it would not resume the aid until the rule of law 
was re-established.  Consequently this  has affected the country’s financial capacity and has left it 
vulnerable, especially in a region which has been affected by terrorist threats emanating from Mali.  
Leaders of the Economic Community of Central African states (ECCAS) plan to raise the number of 
troops in the CAR from the current 700 to 2,000 in order to help restore normalcy. 

International Developments

• 14 June 2013  - A cabinet reshuffle in the CAR, which was requested by the international 
community in order to reduce the dominance of rebel leaders who seized power in a March coup, 
has left the representatives of the Seleka coalition in most of the top cabinet posts.  According to a 
decree that was read on national radio on Thursday, Prime Minister Nicolas Tiangaye has given 
former rebels key posts in a new government in the CAR.  The government, which consists of thirty-
four members, includes nine ministers drawn from the rebel Seleka movement, with seven posts for 
former opposition parties and two supporters of ousted president Francois Bozize.  The other 
sixteen positions were given to members of civil society and other political parties, after President 
Michel Djotodia reappointed Tiangaye as government chief on Wednesday.  President Djotodia, a 
top Seleka leader who initially proclaimed himself head of state but was then elected to the post by 
a transitional council on April 13, took the defense portfolio in the new team.  The transitional 
council also named Djotodia to oversee an eighteen-month period of political change that will lead 
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to the holding of elections.  Among other Seleka members, Gontran Djona was placed in charge of 
mining, Nourendine Adam was given the security portfolio, Mohamed Moussa Dhaffane was 
appointed to water and forests while Christophe Gazam Betty took the communications ministry 
post.  Former opposition member Crepin Mboli Gonda became minister of infrastructure and 
remains to be the government’s spokesman.  Under pressure from regional leaders in the Economic 
Community of Central African states (ECCAS), who met in Chad in April in order to discuss the 
issues, Prime Minister Tiangaye vowed that all political forces would be represented in his 
government in order to help in the political transition.

International Developments

• 13  June 2013  - A court in France has decided to uphold an arrest warrant pertaining to charges of 
money-laundering for the son of Equatorial Guinea’s president.  The Paris appeals  court ruled on 
Thursday that a luxurious property that was seized last year, as part of a probe, should remain in the 
hands of French investigators who suspect that leaders in Equatorial Guinea have embezzled public 
funds in order to purchase real estate in France.  Teodorin Obian, the son of President Teodoro 
Obiang, and who is the current agricultural minister and second vice president of the small African 
state, also faces charges of money-laundering in the United States.  Mr. Obiang has denied the 
charges and has stated that his wealth, which has allowed him to purchase luxury real estate in 
Paris and Malibu, as well as having a private jet and a number of exotic sports cars, was amassed 
legitimately through successful business dealings.  The case against the son of Equatorial Guinea's 
president is part of a broader investigation into money-laundering, which is also targeting the 
families  of Gabonese President Ali Bongo and the Congo Republic’s President Denis Sassou-
Nguesso.  Together, they are suspecting of owning sixty-three luxury properties in Paris and some 
two hundred bank accounts.  Last year, French police seized a building in a wealthy quarter of 
Paris, which was allegedly owned by Teodorin.  During the investigation, police officials also 
confiscated millions of euros of art, antiques and fine wine.  The building, which is located on 
Avenue Foch, was valued at 150 million euros (US $199.49 million).  Although Teodorin’s lawyers 
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repeatedly stated that the building did not belong to him and that it was being used for diplomatic 
purposes, judges in Paris rejected their claims.  In September of last year, officials in Equatorial 
Guinea asked that the International Court of Justice rule that France should drop its  investigation 
and cancel the arrest warrant and return seized property. 

Domestic News

• 20 June 2013  - On Thursday, Guinea’s opposition parties pulled out of UN-mediated election talks 
with the government after they accused police and youths of attacking one of their leaders and his 
supporters.  The negotiations were aimed at securing the participation of the opposition in the long-
delayed parliamentary polls, which are meant to seal the country’s transition to civilian rule following 
a 2008  coup.  Early on Thursday, Cellou Dalein Diallo, who heads the UFDG party, announced that 
he was pulling out of the process after an attack by youths throwing stones and police occurred 
near his home in Conakry on Wednesday.  He had been returning from an appearance in court, 
where he was facing defamation charges brought against him by an ally of current President Alpha 
Conde.  The opposition indicated that seventeen people were injured in clashes that day.   Other 
opposition parties also decided to withdraw from the talks after a meeting was held on Thursday.  
Opposition spokesman Aboubacar Sylla stated that “we decided to suspend our participation in the 
dialogue to protest against the aggression suffered yesterday by former Prime Minister Diallo.”  He 
further indicated that the opposition would not return until their security was guaranteed.  In 
response, the government has noted that the violence had been provoked by youths from Diallo’s 
own neighbourhood.  More than fifty people have been killed over the past three months during 
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There is  currently a low threat from terrorism.  Due to the ongoing French military intervention in 

Mali, there is  a possibility that retaliatory attacks targeting Western interests  may be carried out in 

the region.  Over the past several weeks, there has been extensive rioting and violence that has 

occurred in Conakry.  Up to ten people are reported to have been killed in Conakry in the latest 

outbreaks  of violence, on 25 and 25 May.  The suburbs  of Hamdallaye, Bambeto and Cosa have 

been especially affected.  With Guinea’s  opposition parties pulling out of UN-mediated elections 

talks, and with the likelihood of elections  being pushed back, it is  highly likely that violent protests 

and demonstrations  will continue to occur in the capital city.  MS  Risk advises to maintain extreme 

vigilance, and to monitor local media and to avoid large gatherings.  Guinean authorities maintain 

police and local militia checkpoints throughout the entire country as such you are advised to carry 

the appropriate form of identification (such as a passport or residence card) with you at all times.    



protests staged by the opposition, which accuses Conde of filling the electoral roll with supporters 
from his ethnic Malinke group.   

• 17 June 2013  - A spokesman for the elections commission in Guinea has indicated that the 
repeatedly delayed parliamentary election, which is meant to complete the country’s transition to 
civilian rule, will have to be postponed again after the government and opposition failed to reach an 
agreement on how to run the vote.  The elections were scheduled to occur on 30 June however 
opponents of President Alpha Conde have accused him of preparing to rig the election.  Over the 
past three months, more than fifty people have been killed during protests organised by opposition 
activists who say that the electoral roll has been filled with names of Conde’s ethnic Malinke 
supporters.  On Monday, Alpha Yero Conde (no relation to the president), the communications 
director for the elections body, which is known as the CENI, stated that “it goes without saying that 
the June 30 date is no longer tenable.”  He further indicated that “the June 30 date cannot be 
revoked without fixing a new date.  The CENI is currently working to come up with a new timetable.” 
The announcement by the communications director came just days after the President indicated 
over the weekend that while the polls were technically feasible on the announced date, a delay may 
be necessary because opposition politicians had not registered as candidates.  The government 
and opposition are currently in talks which are being mediated by the United Nations.  According to 
UN envoy Said Djinnit, although there has been a breakthrough in talks, a new election date may 
only emerge if the two sides agree.  A CENI Document, which was signed by the commission’s 
president, has proposed that the elections be held on July 28  however spokesman Conde has 
indicated that the United Nations was still seeking the agreement of opposition leaders for the new 
date.   

• 10 June 2013  - According to the international mediator, after weeks of violent protests, Guinea’s 
ruling party and opposition have moved closer to drafting a framework which may allow the country 
to move forward and hold much-delayed legislative elections.  Said Djinnit, the special 
representative of the United Nations Secretary General, has indicated that on Sunday, the 
opposition agreed to rescind their boycott and that it will take part in the elections as long as ten 
conditions are met.  In return, the ruling party has agreed to delay the June date for the ballot.  In 
turn, they have also agreed to allow Guineans living abroad to vote, a concession to the opposition 
as most expatriates have historically voted in favor of the opposition party.  During the 2010 vote, 
expatriates voted overwhelmingly in favor for a Peul candidate, and the opposition has since stated 
that when the ruling party recently ruled that Guineans overseas would not be allowed to take part 
in the legislative vote, this was a political sleight-of-hand.  Amongst the ten conditions that the 
opposition has requested is that the families of those who died in recent protests be compensated, 
and that an investigation be carried out into their deaths.  Dozens of people, nearly all of them 
supporters of the opposition, have died in violent demonstrations which have been carried out in the 
country’s capital city over the past several months.  Other conditions include that the country’s 
territorial administration remain neutral during the vote and that the government re-open the 
electoral list for possible revisions.  The opposition party is also requesting that two independent 
experts be allowed to review the electoral list.  Guinea has spent nearly all of its fifty five years since 
gaining its independence under strict rule.  Following the near-assassination of its  last military leader 
in 2009, the country finally transitioned to civilian rule, holding its first democratic election in the fall 
of 2010.  While deemed mostly transparent, the election tore the country apart along ethnic lines as 
the vote came down to a Peul and Malinke candidate, the nation’s two largest ethnic groups, each 
accounting for between thirty and forty percent of the population.  Malinke politician Alpha Conde 
won the 2010 elections, and has since been accused of forming a government that only includes 
members of his ethnic group.  Although the legislative election was due to be held soon after the 

2010 presidential ballot, it has been held-up ever since.  
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International Developments

• 17 June 2013  - The United States government has indicated that it will work with its counterparts 
in Guinea on transparency measures in the minerals and mining industry.  Guinea is the world leader 
in the production of bauxite and is one of the leading producers of iron ore.  The country’s mining 
sector generates more than eight percent of its export revenue and twenty-six percent of gross 
domestic production.  The US government has noted that the economic significance of mineral 
resources means that transparency and good governance are “critical” goals for the government in 
Guinea.  The US government also indicated that it would work closely with its Guinean partners on 
mineral transparency measures.  This will include the Kimberly Process certification scheme which 
aims at combatting conflict diamonds.  According to a statement released by the US government 
last week, “data gaps, uneven enforcement, limited technical capacity and regulatory deficiencies in 
the artisanal mining sector persist, and Guinea continues to serve as a reported transit point for 
conflict diamonds from neighboring countries to international markets.”  The US agreement comes 
just one week after the European Union reached a similar agreement with Guinea’s eastern 
neighbor, the Ivory Coast.  

• 15 June 2013  - Guinea has urged the G8  group to back its battle with corruption by helping trace 
shell companies used to hide crooked deals and to track dirty money flows.  President Alpha Conde 
has stated that the resulting increasing prosperity would help stem growing radicalism in a region 
that is  already threatened by unrest in Mali which has placed Guinea and its neighbors at risk of 
becoming conduits for drugs and guns.  Speaking ahead of the annual G8  summit, which is 
expected to place the resources industry and transparency high on the agenda, President Conde 
indicated that Guinea needed logistical support from the US, Britain and other governments and law 
enforcement agencies, stating that “mining companies are...British, American, Canadian, Australian, 
and London’s City and New York are the centers of capitalism.  If we want to fight for transparency, 
we need the support of the G8.”  “We have limited means...we cannot follow shell companies in tax 
havens, so we need these big countries to help us find all the proof for payments and corruption.”  
Shell companies have frequently been blamed as tools in corrupt resources deals across Africa.  
Transparency activists say that they are widely used as a means of hiding the ultimate beneficiaries, 
whether they are government officials or profiteering intermediaries.  As part of President Conde’s 
overhaul of the mining sector, Guinea is  reviewing mining contracts, scrapping as many as 800 that 
has been lying fallow and scrutinizing those signed during what the government says was an era of 
opaque deals.  These include the license for the northern half of its giant Simandou iron ore deposit 
held by BSG Resources, the mining arm of Israeli billionaire Benny Steinmetz’s  business empire and 
partner Vale.  The original concession, secured by BSG Resources just before the death of then-
President Lansana Conte, has come under scrutiny.   In April of this year, FBI agents arrested a BSG 
Resources representative on charges of obstructing a criminal investigation, tampering with a 
witness and destroying records.  BSG Resources has denied wrongdoing.  Although President 
Conde declines to comment on the outcome of the review, he did indicate that he welcomed the 
FBI’s  support.  The Steinmetz case has generated much media interest and remains controversial 
for Guinea, whose critics say it suits the interests of the country’s advisers.  However President 
Conde states that the advice of international banks, law firms and others was indispensable.  
President Conde, a longtime advocate of African cooperation, called for greater regional 
collaboration on the infrastructure that is needed to tap mineral resources, but also on security, 
describing as “embarrassing” France’s intervention in the Malian crisis.  Amongst his major 
concerns, Conde indicated was the flow of guns and drugs that once went through the Sahara but 
is now transiting countries such as his own, blaming the Western military action in Libya in particular 
for spreading weapons across the region.   He also noted that Guinea might have to postpone a 
long-awaited parliamentary election scheduled for June 30 as opposition parties have refused to 
register candidates. 
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Domestic News

• 12 June 2013  - A former Ivory Coast minister and key ally of ex-president Laurent Gbagbo has 
indicated that he fears a possible extradition from Ghana to the Ivory Coast would end in torture.  
Justin Kone Katinan, Gbagbo’s spokesman and an ex-budget minister, has been fighting extradition 
since last August when authorities in neighboring Ghana arrested him.  Authorities in the Ivory Coast 
have accused him of twenty counts of robbery and conspiracy to rob.  However during a court 
hearing regarding his extradition, Katinan indicated that “they will torture me and I’ll become 
disabled.”  He further indicated that he had almost been sent back to the Ivory Coast shortly after 
his arrest in August however he was saved by his attorney who showed up in court in time to 
challenge the extradition.  According to Katinan, he fled Ghana shortly before the downfall of ex-
president Gbagbo because he heard that he and former interior minister Desire Tagro were to be 
killed by those loyal to President Alassane Ouattarra.  Desire Tagro died in mysterious 
circumstances at the time of Gbagbo’s arrest.  Katinan is trying to prove that the charges against 
him are politically motivated to avoid extradition from Ghana.  Forces aligned with both Ouattara and 
Gbagbo have been accused of human rights violations during the 2011 post-election crisis in which 
more than 3,000 people were killed.  The crisis was sparked when Gbagbo refused to concede 
defeat in the 2010 presidential elections.  Rights groups have indicated that Ouattara’s regime has 
prosecuted hundreds of Gbagbo supporters however few of the regime’s own supporters have 
been prosecuted for crimes they had committed during the fighting.  Gbagbo was arrested in April 
2011 and is currently in custody in The Hague as judges at the International Criminal Court (ICC) 
determine whether there is enough evidence to try him on charges of crimes against humanity.      

• 11 June 2013  - A court in Abidjan has charged the youth leader of former President Laurent 
Gbagbo’s party with plotting to destabilize the state.  According to his lawyer, Justin Koua was 
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arrested on June 7 and was charged on Monday with “insulting the head of the state, undermining 
national security...plotting against authority, heading and belonging to an armed gang.”  Rodrigue 
Dadje, his lawyer, further indicated that Koua, the youth leader of Gbagbo’s Ivorian Popular Front 
(FPI) party was questioned by intelligence officers and locked up in Abidjan’s central prison.  In 
response, his lawyer has described the arrest, which occurred during a meeting at the FPI 
headquarters in the economic capital, as “a serious violation of the fundamental rights” of his client.  
Gbagbo’s party also noted that it was “one arrest too many” and has since slammed President 
Alassan Ouattara, of whom Koua is a vocal critic, for crushing political and other freedoms.  Several 
of Gbagbo’s top aides and FPI stalwarts remain behind bars, prompting accusations that Ouatttara 
is handing down victor’s justice and he is not doing enough for reconciliation to occur.  In response, 
Ouattara’s camp has stated that Gbagbo loyalists continue to be involved in sporadic armed 
incidents across the west African nation in an attempt to destabilize the regime.      

• 10 June 2013  - Meanwhile more than half of the Ivory Coast’s press industry has been suspended.  
The regulatory authority announced the news as it promised to “clean up” the sector.  In a 
statement that was released by the National Press Council (CNP), of the sixty press businesses 
evaluated, thirty-four were suspended for violating their obligations, notably concerning press cards 
and journalists’ remuneration.  Amongst those whose operations were stopped was the group 
which publishes the Intelligent d’Abidjan, a daily journal which often adopts positions supportive of 
the regime of current President Alassane Ouattarra.  Le Nouveau Courier, which is seen as backing 
former president Laurent Gbagbo, was also amongst those suspended.  The CNP further indicated 
that an additional twenty-six enterprises were given a fortnight to “regularize their situation.”  The 
press council explained that the sanctions, which may be lifted when the papers involved are 
deemed to have adopted the required practices, were necessary in order to clean up the national 
press and to impose respect for social and other rules.  The Ivory Coast’s press is known for its 
strong political stances and their often virulent tone which have resounded during the years of 
politico-military crisis which have swept the country since the end of the 1990’s.  
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Security Summary

MS Risk advises against all but essential 
travel to Grand Gedeh and River Gee 
counties where there have been reports of 
armed groups living in the areas that border 
with the Ivory Coast.  Violent incidents, 
particularly in rural areas, are possible as a 
result of land disputes, illegal mining and 
occupation of rubber plantations.  

Liberia has become increasingly stable since 
the internal conflict ended in 2003, however 
the security situation in the country remains 
fragile.  The Liberian government is working 
closely with the United Nations and the 
international community to provide increased 
stability and development.   The UN Mission 
in Liberia (UNMIL) peacekeepers are 
deployed to main population centres and 
they patrol the main roads.  They can deploy 
to any part of the country in response to a 
public order incident or other threat to 
security, however their response times can 

be very slow.  Some more remote areas of the country may be patrolled only irregularly under 
normal conditions.   The ability of national authorities  and the United Nations to provide 
emergency cover outside of Monrovia is limited.  There is a high level of crime in Monrovia, 
including armed robbery.  The Liberian National Police have very limited capabilities to prevent 
or detect crime, or to provide emergency response in any part of the country.  Avoid travelling 
at night outside of Monrovia, except to or from the Roberts International Airport.  MS Risk 
advises all travellers to the country to have pre-arranged transport from the airport.     
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On Land

• 19 June 2013  - An infantry unit of the Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL) will be departing the country 
tomorrow, June 20, en route to join the African International Support Mission in Mali (AFISMA).  They 
will be embedded into the Nigerian battalion, with First Lieutenant Nathaniel Waka serving as 
Commander of the platoon unit.  This will be the first time that Liberia will be participating in 
peacekeeping operations in the past fifty-two years.  In 1962, Liberia provided troops to the United 
Nations Organization in the Congo, a UN peacekeeping force established under the UN Security 
Council Resolution 142 of 14 July 1960 to respond to the crisis in the Congo.  According to an 
Executive Mansion release, there will be a formal departure programme at the Roberts International 
Airport, where the Commander-in-Chief of the AFL, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, will inspect the 
troops, make a statement and a special presentation before the troops depart.  Other dignitaries 
expected to be present include the leadership of the Senate and House of Representatives’ 
Committees on National Security and Foreign Affairs, the Ambassadors of the United States and 
Nigeria as well as the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General to Liberia.  After the 
farewell ceremony, a United States C-17 military transport aircraft will airlift the troops to Mali for 
deployment.  The US has already provided the AFL with logistics, personal gear and other 
equipment.  Under the guidance of ECOWAS advisors and mentors, the soldiers commenced their 
training at the Armed Forces Training Command (AFTC) at Camp Sande Ware, in Careysburg, on 4 
February.  For the next few months, they were trained in major activities presumed peculiar to the 
ongoing military situation in Mali.   ECOWAS organized a military mission, AFISMA, in order to 
support the government of Mali against Islamist rebels in the northern region of the country.  The 
mission was authorized under UN Security council Resolution 2085, and was adopted on 20 
December 2012, which “authorized the deployment of an African-led International Support Mission 
in Mali for an initial period of one year.”  Upon her return on 19 January from an Extraordinary 
Session of ECOWAS Heads of State and Government, which focused primarily on the Mali conflict, 
President Sirleaf had informed her compatriots Liberia had pledged a platoon that would be 
integrated into one of the AFISMA peacekeeping battalions in Mali.  At the time, she indicated that 
the government’s decision was intended to show solidarity and appreciation to the people of Mali 
and other sub-regional member states and peoples who had helped Liberia during its years of 
conflict.  Although initially the mission was set to begin in September 2012, an unexpected advance 
by rebel forces in early January 2013, followed by the subsequently intervention by French forces, 
led ECOWAS to decide to immediately deploy the AFISMA forces.  On 17 January, Nigeria deployed 
air and ground forces to Mali.  This was followed by the arrival of a 160-man contingent from 
Burkina Faso the following week.  Other sub-regional member states that are currently deployed in 
Mali include:  Benin, Chad, Cote d’Ivoire, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Niger, Sierra Leone and 
Togo.  In late April, the Security Council authorized an 11,200 strong peacekeeping force and 1,440 
international police in order to replace the 6,000-member African-led mission on 1 July.  The Council 
will make the final decision on deployment on 25 June.  The UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
has appointed Albert Gerard Koenders of the Netherlands as the head of the UN peacekeeping 
mission in Mali, which will be known as the UN Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission 
(MINUSMA).  It is tasked with supporting the political process in the country and it will be working in 
close cooperation with the African Union (AU) and ECOWAS.  UN Secretary-General has also 
appointed Rwandan Major General Jean Bosco Kazura as the Commander of the new UN 
peacekeeping force in Mali.  The Mission will help Malian authorities to implement the transitional 
roadmap towards the full restoration of constitutional order, democratic governance and national 
unity.  This includes the holding of elections at the end of July, coupled with confidence-building and 
facilitation of reconciliation at both the local and national levels.   
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Security Summary

Terrorism

Currently there is a high threat from terrorism in Mali.  The Government of Mali declared a State of 
Emergency across the whole country on 12 January 2013.  This state of Emergency has now been 
extended until 5 July 2013. This effectively enables the government to take extraordinary measures to 
deal with the security situation in the north and elsewhere. No curfew is currently in place however MS 
Risk advises those in the country to monitor the local media for reports of any new measures.

Attacks could be indiscriminate, 
including in places that are frequented 
by expatriates and foreign travellers. 
There is also a high threat of 
kidnapping in Mali by al-Qaeda in the 
Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) and by the 
splinter group, the Movement for Unity 
and Jihad in West Africa (MUJWA). 
Although AQIM uses the northern 
region of Mali as an operating base, it 
has proven its capability of travelling 
long distances in order to carry out 
attacks, some of which have occurred 
in neighboring countries. As such the 
kidnap threat cannot be isolated 
w i t h i n t h e n o r t h e r n r e g i o n a l 
stronghold. In turn, criminal gangs 
have previously been engaged to 
carry out kidnappings for terrorist 
groups in return for financial rewards. 
Subsequently attacks can take place 
throughout Mali.  

There have been incidents of armed banditry, car-jacking, and kidnap in the northern regions of Mali.  
Bandits  and smugglers are particularly active across the Mali-Algeria, Mali-Burkina Faso, Mali-
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Mauritania and Mali-Niger borders and pose a threat to travellers, especially after dark.  Authorities in 
Mali have provided the following numbers in case of emergencies:

• 80 00 11 14

• 80 00 11 15

• 20 22 13 35

• 20 23 95 15

• 20 23 95 11 

Kidnapping

In the past, a number of Westerners have been kidnapped by terrorists in Mali and in the Sahel 
region. Since 2008, over 25 Westerners have been kidnapped in the Sahel. Victims have included 
tourists, NGO workers and diplomats of a variety of nationalities, primarily European. These attacks 
have on occasion resulted in the murder of the hostages. The recent kidnapping of a French citizen in 
the western region of the country has come as a shock as the area where he was taken has been 
perceived as being stable and under governmental control. In the past, kidnap threats have typically 
emanated from the Azawad region in the north and east part of the county, as such this incident in the 
west has caused great concern. MS Risk forecasts that there will be an increased and sustained 
kidnap threat across Mali and in certain border-regions for some time to come Incidents of kidnap are 
likely to occur for three primary reasons:

• For Ransom - insurgents will raise finances for future operations. With the impending ECOWAS 
operation, this is accelerating as a concern.

• Human Shields - Insurgents will kidnap persons in order to deter/reduce the risk of direct action by 
governmental forces against them.

• Ideological - Kidnappings will occur for political purposes.

Since the coup in March 2012, and due to the ongoing political unrest, MS RISK judges that there is  a 
continued heightened threat of kidnap for ransom in Mali and as such further attacks and kidnappings 
are highly likely to occur. Furthermore, although it is difficult to forecast how sever this threat will 
emerge, all affected organisations are recommended to review their current operations and 
contingencies which is line to the previous advice which has been given. MS RISK currently advises 
against all travel to Mali.

Local Travel

Although the ongoing military intervention has regained control of the major northern cities  in Mali, the 
situation remains tense in the region and there continues to be a high risk of retaliatory action by 
terrorist groups.  MS Risk advises against all travel to the northern region of Mali, especially to the 
cities/towns of Gao, In Khalil, Kidal, and Timbuktu as well as the surrounding areas.  Landmines have 
been used by groups operating in the north and northeast of Mali.  

Night-time checkpoints continue to operating Bamako.  These checkpoints largely control access to 
military and Government facilities.  Checkpoints are in place from approximately 9PM until dawn.  MS 
Risk advises to keep vehicle and personal identification documents with you at all times while 
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travelling by road.  Furthermore, approach security checkpoints slowly and comply with instructions 
that are given.   

MS RISK Guidance to Organisations in Mali:

With western diplomatic missions all warning against unnecessary travel to Mali, those companies 
with fixed interests in the country need to take measured precautions if they have not done so already. 
This is especially an issue for organisations with any interest in the so-called Azawad region - that 
portion of the country which is under insurgent control. Preparations should include the following:

• Thinning out non-essential staff and dependents

• Restricting expat and local national internal travel

• Seeking advice from the security forces

• Ensuring journey management systems are in place and work

• Reviewing crisis management contingencies and carrying out exercises of these plans

• Registration of expatriates with relevant diplomatic missions and seeking advice on what support 
will be forthcoming (if any) if conditions deteriorate

• Liaison with insurers to know any exclusions or limits to existing cover

The most extreme risks will be in the Azawad region. There is expected to be military clashes there 
between the various insurgent groupings against the ECOWAS-bolstered Mali army force in line with 
the UN Security Council authorization to use force. Despite the obvious threats in the Azawad, 
organisations in Mali should be braced for nuisance attacks and isolated terrorist attacks in the capital 
of Bamako. When al-Shabaab was weakened in Somalia, these types of attacks were experienced in 
Uganda and Kenya. Although the two conflicts are not connected, it is logical to predict that similar 
tactics may evolve and be witnessed in Mali and inside contributing nations.

Breakdown of Events

• 12 June 2013  - Mali’s Interim President has indicated to international mediators that he wants 
changes to a proposed ceasefire deal with Tuareg separatist rebels, signifying that talks will have to 
resume the following day in neighboring Burkina Faso.  An agreement to allow Mali’s  civil 
administration and armed forces to return to the Tuaregs’ last stronghold of Kidal is essential for 
presidential elections to take place on 28  July, which will inevitably unlock billions of euros in donors’ 
pledges.  The vote would also complete a democratic transition after a military coup in March 2012 
triggered by a Tuareg uprising that was soon taken over by al-Qaeda-linked groups.  Burkina Faso’s 
foreign minister Djibril Bassole indicated on Monday that Mali’s government and the Tuaregs had 
reached an agreement in principle.  However since then, Bamako has appeared reticent about a 
deal imposing conditions on its army’s return to Kidal.  International mediators, including 
representatives of the United Nations, the European Union and the AFISMA African peacekeeping 
mission, held seven hours of talks with Mali’s Interim President in an unsuccessful bid to gain his 
approval.  According to the head of AFISMA, Pierre Buyoya, “the interim president of the republic 
extended the government’s point of view in detail and on the basis  of that, we are going to continue 
negotiations in Ouagadougou.”  The Malian government has threatened to seize control of Kidal if 
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no agreement was reached in the talks.  There is widespread opposition in Bamako to any deal that 
would make concessions to the MNLA, whose leaders face arrest warrants in Mali for alleged 
crimes committed during their occupation of the northern region of the country.  

• 14 June 2013  - The French army has confirmed that a workshop to make suicide bomber vests 
has been discovered in northern Mali.  About 5,000kg of fertilizer which was intended to be used as 
explosives was also uncovered in Bourem, a town located on the Niger River between Gao and 
Timbuktu.  Lt. Col Cyril Zimmer, a French army spokesman has also indicated that a sample suicide 
vest and eighteen machines were found in the workshop which appears to have employed local 
women.  According to the Lt., the fertilizer which was found in the remote area of Bourem would be 
enough to make plenty of vests and belts.  Initially, the soldiers had believed that they had found a 
factory intended to make copies of uniforms which are worn by Malian soldiers and those in the 
West African force.  However it was later discovered that it was a sample suicide vest.  The 
discovery of the workshop comes as France announces that it is slowing down the withdrawal of its 
soldiers from Mali.  It will still have between 3,000 and 35,000 troops on the ground when 
nationwide elections are held at the end of July.  It also comes at a time when French army 
spokesman Col. Thiery Burkhard announced in Paris that “one third of terrorist groups had been 
neutralized, one third had decided to give up the game and one third has probably evaporated” to 
Mali’s neighbors.  France plans to gradually hand over the security role to the Malian army and a 
12,600-strong UN peacekeeping force, which is due to deploy next month and which will 
incorporate the 6,000 West African soldiers that are already on the ground in Mali.  France intends 
on keeping 1,000 troops in the country who will work alongside the UN force in order to tackle any 
further militant threats.  

• 17 June 2013 - Malian police have arrested twenty-one activities on Monday who have been 
accused of planning a march against a proposed compromise deal between the government and 
Tuareg rebels which would pave the way for nationwide elections which are planned for 28  July.  
The arrests come while talks are taking place in Ouagadougou Burkina Faso in a bid to persuade 
the National Movement for the Liberation of Azawad (MNLA) who want to gain autonomy for their 
homeland, to back the planned elections.  Amongst those detained in Bamako is Mamoutou 
Diabate, chairman of Mali’s influential Forum of Civil Society Organizations (FOSCM) umbrella group.  
Amadou Malle of FOSCM stated that “we wanted to organize a march on Monday to protest 
against the Ouagadougou agreements under way that are too generous to Tuareg rebels who 
slaughtered the Malian military.”  He further noted that “we are accused of disturbing public order.  
There is no disorder.  We want to defend our country, that’s all.”  Malian police have so far refused to 
comment on the arrests.  

• 18 June 2013  - Security forces in Mali are detaining children who they accuse of working with 
militant groups.  Leila Zerrougui, a UN special representative on children in conflict, has called for 
international pressure on the Malian government to stop detentions and the use of under-age 
soldiers in the country’s conflict.  In recent months, the security forces have been widely accused of 
rights abuses. 

On the Ground Analysis

• 18 June 2013  - Mali’s government has signed a peace deal with Tuareg rebels in order to help pave 
the way for elections which are due to take place at the end of next month.  Officials in Mali have 
indicated that the accord calls  for an immediate ceasefire and for government troops to return to the 
rebel-held northern town of Kidal.  The rebels had captured the northern capital city after a French 
led offensive forced militant Islamist out of the town back in January.  The Tuaregs have been 
fighting to gain autonomy in the northern region of Mali ever since the country gained its 
independence from France in 1960, citing that they have been marginalized by the government in 
the capital city of Bamako.  The main rebel group which signed the accord, the National Movement 
for the Liberation of Azawad (MNLA), had initially formed an alliance with la-Qaeda-linked militants to 
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seize the north in 2012.  However the alliance quickly disintegrated and the Islamist militants quickly 
seized control of the MNLA’s strongholds.  The agreement between the government and MNLA was 
reached after nearly two weeks of talks which were brokered by Burkina Faso’s President Blaise 
Compaore.  The talks were held in the capital city of Burkina Faso, Ouagadougou, which is the 
regional mediator for the conflict.  The Malian army had threatened to seize Kidal if no agreement 
between the two was reached.  In response to the peace deal, Malian government representative 
Tiebile Drame indicated that the two sides had overcome their greatest differences, stating that “I 
think we can say that the biggest task is finished.  We have agreed on the essentials...There is an 
international consensus as well as a Malian consensus on the fundamental questions, which include 
the integrity of our territory, national unity, and the secular republican nature of our state.”  MNLA 
spokesman Moussa Ag Attaher confirmed that a deal had been reached, stating that “the MNLA 
and the High Council for the Azawad (the rebel name for northern Mali) have given everything for 
peace and so we accept this accord.”       

• 17 June 2013  - In a statement that was published on Sunday, Al-Qaeda’s North African branch has 
confirmed that one of its top leaders, Abdelhamid Abou Zeid, was killed in fighting in Mali.   The 
confirmation from the terrorist group comes three months after officials in Chad and France 
announced the leaders’ death.  Algerian-born Abdelhamid Abou Zeid, considered to have been one 
of the most radical leaders of al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), was killed “on the battlefield 
defending Umma (the Muslim community) and Sharia law.”   This  is according to a statement that 
was released on Sunday and carried by ANI, which is a private Mauritanian news agency.  
According to ANI director Mohamed Mahmoud Ould Abou Al-Maali, “it is the first time that an AQIM 
statement officially referred to the death of Abou Zeid.”   The statement however provided no date 
for his death.   Back in March, officials in Paris had announced that Abou Zeid was killed after 
France led an offensive to remove al-Qaeda-linked groups from the northern regions of Mali.   Both 
France and Chad have indicated that the 46-year-old militant was killed at the end of February.  
Born in Debdeb, Algeria, which is located close to the border with Libya, Abou Zeid was a young 
activist in the FIS Islamist movement which won the country’s first democratic elections in 1991 but 
which was denied power.   He then disappeared underground and remained in silence for most of 
the 1990’s.  He re-emerged in 2003  as second in command of the GSPC, which kidnapped dozens 
of foreigners in southern Algeria.   The group, along with several other organizations, would later 
evolve into AQIM.   According to court documents Abou Zeid, whose real name was Mohamed 
Ghdir, was considered to be a deputy to AQIM’s “Saharan emir” Yahia Djouadi.  He commanded a 
battalion of fighters from Algeria, Mauritania and Mali, which was known as Tareq ibn Ziyan, named 
after an eighth-century Muslim military commander.

• 13  June 2013  - International mediators have failed to convince Mali’s  Interim President to sign a 
deal with northern Tuareg rebels that would effectively pave the way for nationwide polls  next 
month.  The talks between the two groups are now expected to take several more days, with Pierre 
Buyoya, head of the pan-African force that is fighting Islamist militants in Mali (MISMA), indicating 
that “we hope to secure a deal within days.”  Burkina Faso’s Foreign Minister Djibril Bassole had 
earlier led the delegation to the Malian capital in order to ask current Interim President Dioncounda 
Traore “to lift the final obstacles” to the deal.  The meeting came at a time when the United Nations 
stated that the human rights situation “remains precarious” in the north.  Rebels from the National 
Movement for the Liberation of Azawad (MNLA) and a smaller group who want autonomy for the 
northern Tuareg homeland they call Azawad indicated on Tuesday that they were prepared to sign a 
document which had been put forward by Burkina Faso, which is the regional mediator.  The 
militants, who control the north-eastern regional capital city of Kidal, had initially been reluctant to let 
government troops step in to secure the town before the July 28  presidential elections.  However 
they have since agreed to the deal after a number of amendments were made.  An official within the 
Tuareg delegation indicated that “we won’t obstruct the process...when the time comes, we’ll sign, 
no problem.”  Burkina Faso’s Foreign Minister, along with diplomats from the United Nations, the 
African Union, France and the European Union held six hours of talks with Mali’s Interim President 
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however they failed to overcome the remaining obstacles in order for the deal to be signed.  
Consequently the negotiations will now shift and take place in neighboring Burkina Faso.  The 
transitional government which took over from the junta in Bamako also insists that it is ready to sing 
the deal, however it added that a few changes needed to be made.  A source close to the 
negotiations has indicated that the Malian government was uneasy about stipulations concerning 
rebel disarmament and the conditions for the arrival of the Malian army.  The question of arrest 
warrants issued against MNLA chiefs also remains to be a sticking point  In response, Mahamadou 
Djeri Maiga, the leader of the Tuareg contingent in the talks, has stated that the rebels were willing 
to sign the agreement to “move towards peace,” further noting that the Tuareg fighters would be 
“confined to cantonments with their weapons.”  However he did stipulate that they would only 
disarm if there were a post-election agreement with the Malian authorities on giving “special status” 
to the northern region.  

Domestic News

• 17 June 2013  - A female lawmaker is set to run for President in elections which are due to be held 
next month.  Aissata Cise Haidara, 54, announced her candidacy on Saturday at a rally which was 
attended by several thousand supporters, composed mainly of women and young people.   During 
the rally, she stated that “I am a candidate, not just to make up the numbers but to play a role in the 
rebuilding of Mali, which has become an unrecognizable country today.”   She further indicated that 
“we must develop all of Mali although more must be done in the north.   But we have to be careful 
because if you focus development in the north, the south will itself revolt.”  Ms. Haidara is  an MP for 
Bourem, which is situated in northern Mali.   Amongst other candidates in the running for the 
presidency are former prime ministers Soumana Sacko and Ibrahim Boubacar Keita.  International 
mediators have so far failed to secure an agreement between Mali’s Interim President and the 
northern rebels.   Although talks last weekend have brought the two groups closer, an agreement is 
necessary in order to enable elections to go ahead as planned on 28  July.  The MNLA indicated last 
week that it was ready to sign an accord proposed by Burkina Faso, which is the regional mediator, 
however current Mali President Dioncounda Traore has yet to agree.   Consequently the talks are 
continuing between the two groups.  The coming presidential elections are seen as a key step in the 
recovery of Mali.  

Regional Reporting 

• 13  June 2013  - Algeria’s army has killed five militants reportedly belonging to the Movement for 
Oneness and Jihad in West Africa while the armed group was attempting to enter into the country 
through the border it shares with Mali.  On Wednesday, a unit of the Algerian National Army spotted 
and attacked an armed group of men on the Algerian-Malian border.  A security source has 
indicated that a number of Kalashnikovs and ammunition were seized during the security operation. 

International Developments 

• 13  June 2013  - The United Nations has added Mali onto its child soldier list of shame.  According 
to special UN representative Leila Zerrougui, the Tuareg rebels, al-Qaeda’s militants and pro-
government militias have all used hundreds of child soldiers in Mali.  According to Zerrougui, 
children make up more than half of Mali’s 15.8  million population.  Many have been abducted for 
armed groups while girls have been forced to become the wives of combatants.  

• 11 June 2013  - Rwanda’s General Jean-Bosco Kazura has been appointed to command the 
United Nations peacekeeping force in Mali.  General Kazura, formerly the second in command of 
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the African Union troops in Sudan’s western Darfur region, will now lead the UN force that will be 
deployed in Mali, known as MINUSMA.  Rwanda’s Foreign Minister Louise Mushikiwabo confirmed 
the appointment however no further details were provided.  General Kazura, 50, fought in the 
1990‘s in the ranks of the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF), the rebellion led by now President Paul 
Kagame, who gained power in 1994.  The General later ran Rwanda’s military academy and was a 
security adviser to President Kagame.  In April of this year, the UN Security Council approved the 
force for Mali.  It will be made up of 12,600 international troops and police which will take over from 
the French and African forces.    

Special Report - Peace Accord Reached Between Malian Government and Tuaregs

Mali’s government has signed a peace deal with Tuareg rebels which will effectively help pave the way 
for elections which are due to take place at the end of next month.   Officials in Mali have indicated 
that the newly signed accord calls for an immediate ceasefire and for government troops to return to 
the rebel-held northern town of Kidal.   In turn, the Tuareg rebels will be restricted to set areas while 
long-term peace talks will begin after the elections are held.   The Malian army had previously 
threatened to seize the city if no agreement had been reached however Mali’s security forces will now 
return to Kidal, which has become a de facto Tuareg state, before the 28  July presidential elections.  
According to the agreement, the deployment will begin with a unit of gendarmes and police, followed 
by a progressive deployment of Mali’s army, which will be in close collaboration with African and 
United Nations forces.

Tuareg rebels had captured the northern capital city of Kidal after a French-led offensive forced al-
Qaeda-linked militant Islamists  out of the town back in January of this year.  The traditionally nomadic 
Tuaregs, who consider northern Mali their hereditary homeland, have been seeking to gain autonomy 
ever since Mali gained its independence from France in 1960, citing that they have been marginalized 
by the central government in Bamako, Mali’s capital city.  Since the 1960’s, Tuareg rebels have picked 
up arms against the state a number of times.   The National Movement for the Liberation of Azawad 
(MNLA), which was founded in late 2011, is the most recent movement which has claimed greater 
autonomy for Mali’s Tuaregs.   The MNLA, which signed the accord, had initially formed an alliance 
with al-Qaeda-linked militants who seized the north in the spring of 2012.   However the alliance 
quickly disintegrated and the Islamist militants swiftly seized control of the MNLA’s strongholds.

As the Malian military began to advance on Kidal last month, many feared that clashes would occur 
between the MNLA and the army.   Consequently, hastily-convened talks were organized in 
Ouagadougou and were aimed at avoiding a direct confrontation.   The accord between the Interim 
Malian government and the MNLA was reached after nearly two weeks of talks that were brokered by 
Burkina Faso’s President Blaise Compaore.   The talks were held in the capital city of Burkina Faso, 
which is the regional mediator for the conflict and which has become a de facto home-away-from-
home for rebels in conflict with Mali’s government.  The accord was signed in front of reporters by two 
Tuareg representatives and Territorial Administration Minister Moussa Sinko Coulibaly.

In response to the peace deal, Malian government representative Tiebile Drame has indicated that the 
two sides had overcome their greatest differences, stating that “I think we can say that the biggest 
task is  finished.   We have agreed on the essentials…there is an international consensus as well as a 
Malian consensus on the fundamental questions, which include the integrity of our territory, national 
unity, and the secular republican nature of our state.”   MNLA spokesman Moussa Ag Attaher 
confirmed that a deal had been reached, stating that “the MNLA and the High Council for the Azawad 
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(the rebel name for northern Mali) have given everything for peace and so we accept this accord.”  
There has also been a positive international response since the deal was brokered on Tuesday.    
Leaders at the G8  Summit in Northern Ireland have welcomed the news of the accord while United 
Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has welcomed the signing of the agreement stating that it 
“…provides for an immediate ceasefire, paves the way for the holding of presidential elections 
nationwide and commits the parties to discussing sustainable peace in Mali through an inclusive 
dialogue that will take place after the election.”   France’s Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius stated that 
“this agreement represents a major breakthrough in exiting the crisis in Mali.”

While officials from the United Nations, France and the European Union have all praised the accord, 
with the EU describing the agreement as a “historic” moment, it must be noted that this is not an 
overall peace deal which concludes the rebellion that began a year-and-a-half ago.  Instead, this is an 
agreement which is meant to allow a presidential election to go ahead nationwide at the end of July, 
including in Kidal.   However the peace accord does state that an eight-member commission, with 
equal representation for Tuareg groups and Malian security forces, will be set up.  The commission will 
be composed of four members of each rebel group, along with members of the Malian security 
forces, as well as six members from the international actors who have been engaged in resolving the 
conflict in Mali.   This will include officials from France, the African Union and the United Nations.  
According to the agreement, the commission will be tasked with determining how the rebels will be 
disarmed, how they will be transferred to site where they can be garrisoned and the steps that will be 
taken in order to allow Mali’s military to return to the occupied area.   The body will have ten days to 
complete this task.

The MNLA’s agreement to allow Malian forces to move into Kidal signifies an immense step towards a 
possible reunification of the country, which will inevitably further draw out the Islamist militants who 
continue to pose a threat throughout the entire country.  In turn, the Tuareg occupation of Kidal was a 
major obstacle to holding the presidential elections, which are seen as crucial to Mali’s  recovery from 
the conflict which began fifteen months ago.   Although during the worst of the fighting this year, the 
MNLA sided with France, the group has been reluctant to allow government troops to enter Kidal for 
the vote.   The MNLA had previously warned that the Malian army was not allowed to enter Kidal, 
citing that the army was discriminating against the Tuareg rebels.   However both the Tuareg rebels 
and the army in Mali have been accused of committing abuses against civilians because of their 
ethnic origins.   With the agreement now in place, Mali’s army will now be able to enter Kidal as the 
country prepares for elections which are set to take place in about five weeks.  However the country’s 
progress and reunification will also be dependent on the long-term peace discussions which will occur 
after the elections are held.
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Security Summary

Summary

MS Risk advises against all travel to the northern and eastern regions of the country - especially the 
desert areas north of the Oualata-Tichit-Ouadane-Zouerat line, as well as the border areas with 
Algeria, Mali and Morocco. We also advise you to avoid Tiris Zemmour, Adrar, Tagant and Hodh el 
Chargui. This is due to extremist groups and armed smugglers that are active in these areas which 
has resulted in high threats of terrorism as well as a heightened risk of banditry and kidnapping. We 
also advise against all travel to the western provinces of Dakhlet - Nouadhibou and Inchiri. This 
includes the road from the port of 
Nouadhibou to Nouakchott. We advise 
against all but essential travel to the rest of 
the country.

Terrorism

Following the French military intervention in 
Mali there has been a heightened possibility 
of retaliatory attacks that may target 
We s t e r n i n t e re s t s  i n t h e re g i o n . 
Consequently we advise vigilance.

Kidnapping

There is a high risk of kidnapping 
throughout Mauritania and Westerners are 
the favoured target. In the past, hostages 
have been held captive for several months 
before being released. MS Risk advises 
anyone traveling to Mauritania to take 
particular caution in the region of Inchire 
(Akjoujt is the capita) as well as in the areas 
that border Mali and Morocco.
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For companies with employees remaining in Mauritania, MS Risk advises you to arrange a trustworthy 
escort that is familiar with the country. The use of varied and unpredictable routes and schedules 
when moving from one location to another is also highly advised. Exercise a high awareness of 
personal security at all times and monitor the local developments.

Security Summary

MS Risk advises against all travel to the following parts of Niger:  Abalak, including the Air Massif 
region; the province of Agadez (including the road that links Assamakato Agadez and the city of 
Agadez); areas of Tahoua 
province north of the city 
of Tahoua, including the 
city itself; the area of 
Tillaberi province north of 
Niamey, including the road 
from Niamey to Gao and 
the road from Niamey to 
Menaka. We currently 
advise against all but 
essential travel to the 
remainder of the country, 
including the capital city 
Niamey.

On 1 June, three guards 
were killed and 22 inmates 
escaped from the main 
prison in Niamey during at 
attack that was carried out 
by suspected Islamist 
mi l i tants.  Travel lers 
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currently in Niamey are advised to continue to monitor the developments and to be alert to 
announcements and remain vigilant at all times.  

On 23  May, terrorist attacks were carried out against a military barracks in the town of Agadez in 
northern Niger and at a uranium processing facility near the town of Arlit, which is  located 150 miles 
north of Agadez. The attacks have since been claimed by a Malian terrorist group, the Movement for 
the Unity of Jihad in West Africa (MUJAO). Consequently MS Risk advises against all travel to the 
province of Agadez and to the surrounding areas. MUJAO has threatened to carry out further attacks 
in the region, which will focus on those countries that are supporting the on-going war in Mali.

On 14 May, the Government of Nigeria declared a state of emergency in three states in the northern 
region of the country:  Adamawa, Borno and Yobe.  The states of Borno and Yobe border southern 
Niger, as such there is a risk that the instability may spill over the border from Nigeria into Niger.  

There is a high threat of terrorism occurring throughout the country. Attacks could be indiscriminate 
and can occur in places that are frequented by expatriates and foreign travellers. There is a high threat 
of kidnapping from terrorist groups such as AQIM and Movement for Unity and Jihad in West Africa 
(MUJWA). These terrorist groups have already kidnapped a number of Westerners in Niger and 
throughout the wider Sahel region, including in Niamey, and the northern and western regions of 
Niger. It is highly likely that further kidnap attacks will occur.

There is a high level of crime that exists throughout the country, especially in the capital city of Niamey. 
Thefts, robberies and residential break-ins can occur at any time. The areas located around the 
Gaweye Hotel, National Museum and Petit Marche in Niamey are particularly prone to muggings. It is 
advised that you not walk alone there, or cross the Kennedy Bridge on foot at any time. Bandits are 
thought to be operating in the border area with Nigeria, south of Zinder. MS Risk advises you to take 
special care and to avoid crossing the border with Nigeria during the night.

All companies that are currently operating in the north and north-west regions of the country should 
be aware of the increased security threats. Companies attempting road moves should coordinate 
them with local authorities. MS Risk does not recommend unescorted road moves east of Tahoua. 
There have been several military escorts operating from Tahoua to the north and north-eastern 
regions of the country which companies should liaise with for increased protection.

On Land

• 20 June 2013  - France’s nuclear giant Areva has partially restarted uranium production at its 
Somair mine in Niger, which was damaged in a suicide bomb attack that was carried out late last 
month.  Pascal Bernasconi, director-general of Somair, confirmed that output at the mine had 
restarted after teams worked around the clock in order to repair the site’s electrical plant, which was 
damaged by a car bomb during the 23  May attack.  He indicated that “we partially restarted 
production at Somair on Tuesday,” nothing that “we will find a way of bringing the rest of the plant 
online,” however he did not specify what share of output had been restarted.  Somair is the fourth 
largest uranium mine in the world.  Suicide bombers staged twin attacks at Somair and at a military 
base located in northern Niger on 23  May.  Twenty-six people were killed and an additional thirty 
were wounded.    

• 7 June 2013  - A statement released by Al-Jazeera has confirmed that a team of the Qatar-owned 
network’s journalists has been released late on Monday after being detained for three days in 
eastern Niger where they were held in a prison cell.  The statement has indicated that “an Al-
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Jazeera correspondent and her team have been finally released from a Niger jai after being held by 
authorities since Saturday.  The four-person team was released on Monday evening without charge 
to make their way back to the border.”  A spokesman for Niger’s government has indicated that the 
group was filming illegally, having entered the country with only a visa.  Journalists in Niger are 
required to also apply for an authorization from the ministry of communication.  Hasan Salim Patel, a 
spokesman for the network’s media relations office, indicated that the crew had just completed 
filming a story about refugees who have been flooding across the border from neighbouring Nigeria, 
where security forces recently launched a military operation to flush out Islamist insurgents in the 
northern region of the country. 

Security Summary

Summary

On 14 May, the 
N i g e r i a n 
G o v e r n m e n t 
declared a State of 
Emergency in the 
states of Adamawa, 
Borno and Yobe. 
S i n c e t h e 
a n n o u n c e m e n t , 
military operations 
have been going on 
in all three states 
and curfews have 
been put in place in 
parts of Maiduguri, 
Borno state and 
Adamawa state. 
Curfews can be 
imposed, amended 
and lifted at a short 
n o t i c e . 
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Consequently you should be alert to announcements made by the respective State Governments and 
you are advised to monitor any developments in the affected states. There may be an increased threat 
of retaliatory attacks elsewhere in Nigeria following the commencement of military operations. MS Risk 
advises against all travel to: the Riverine areas of Delta, Bayelsa, Rivers, Akwa Ibom and Cross River 
States; Warri city, Kano city, Okene City. 

We advise against all travel to Adamawa State, Borno State, Yobe State, Gombe State and Bauchi 
State. This is due to the frequent violent attacks which have been occurring over the past months. 
More recent attacks have increasingly focussed on public places, including bars and restaurants. 
These attacks have resulted in a large number of deaths and injuries. We also advise against all travel 
to Kano City and Okene City, which has also seen a frequent number of high levels of violence.

We advise against all but essential travel to Kano state, Kaduna State, Jigwa State, Katsina State, 
Sokoto State, Kebbi State, Jos City, Riyom and Barkin Ladi Local Government Areas in Plateau State; 
Okene Region of Kogi State. These areas have witnessed an increase in violent attacks. We also 
advise against all but essential travel to Mubi Town in Adamawa State and the area north of Mubi 
Town that borders Borno State where there has also been a rise in violent attacks. We also advise 
against all but essential travel to the non-riverine areas of Delta, Bayelsa, Rivers and Akwa Ibom 
States, Abia State, Kaduna City, Zaria City.

Companies with workers in northern Nigeria, even in areas which are not subject to specific advice 
against travel, will require a high level of security. In light of the recent kidnappings of Westerners, 
employers are advised to review their security arrangements and to ensure that compounds are 
protected.

There is a high threat of terrorism occurring in Nigeria. A bomb attack that occurred at a bus station in 
Kano city on 18  March 2013  resulted in multiple casualties. Attacks could be indiscriminate, including 
government, security and educational institutions, international organisations as well as public venues 
and areas such as restaurants, bars, markets, hotels, shopping centers, places of worship and other 
areas that are frequented by expatriates, foreign tourists and business travelers. Terrorist attacks have 
been known to occur on religious and public holidays. There have been regular attacks on churches in 
northern Nigeria at times of worship. The US government has published an Emergency Message for 
US citizens, detailing information that Boko Haram may be planning attacks in Abuja. This information 
has been assessed as being credible and attacks could occur at any time, including against 
international hotels that are frequently visited by Westerners. There is  also an increased level of kidnap 
threat in Nigeria in which foreign nationals have typically been the targets of such kidnaps.

Kidnapping

Although recent incidents of kidnapping have mostly occurred in northern Nigeria, MS Risk advises 
that such kidnappings can take place anywhere in the country.

• On 16 February 2013, after storming the compound of Lebanese-owned construction firm 
Setraco in Bauchi state, gunmen killed a security guard and abducted a Briton, an Italian, a 
Greek, two Lebanese and two Syrian workers. The British construction worker is believed to 
have been killed along with the six other foreign nationals. This was the worst case of 
foreigners being kidnapped in the mostly Muslim north of Africa’s most populous country since 
an insurgency by Islamist militants intensified two years ago. 

• In December 2012, a French national was kidnapped by armed men in Katsina State in 
northern Nigeria, reportedly from a residential compound. 
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• In 2012, a Lebanese national was kidnapped in Kaduna State. His Lebanese colleague was 
killed during the abduction 

• In January 2012, a German national was killed in Kano city. He was killed on 31 May 2012. 

• In May 2011, a British national and an Italian national were kidnapped together in Kebbi State. 
Both hostages were killed in Sokoto on 8 March 2012. 

Threats and Terrorism 

Attacks by Islamist groups in northern Nigeria have become the biggest threat to stability in Africa’s 
top oil producing country. This has been exacerbated by the fact that Western governments are 
currently concerned that militants may link up with groups elsewhere in the region, including al-
Qaeda’s North African wing, AQIM. These concerns have been further intensified by the conflict and 
military intervention in nearby Mali. 

On Land

• 20 June 2013  - Following recent attacks in the region, Nigeria’s military has banned satellite phones 
in the northern state in order to further hinder communication by Islamist militants.  An army 
spokesman has indicated that anyone found with a satellite phone or accessories would be 
arrested.  Mobile phone signals have already been blocked in the state of Borno after a state of 
emergency was declared last month.  

• 19 June 2013  - Officials in Nigeria have indicated that gunmen have killed at least forty-eight people 
in an attack that was carried out on a village in the Zamfara state.  According to a state spokesman, 
the gunmen arrived before dawn, they then 
climbed a hill overlooking the village and 
opened fire indiscriminately before carrying out 
house-to-house attacks.  Ibrahim Birnin-
Magaji, Zamafara government spokesman has 
indicated that “there was an attack by armed 
bandits  early on Tuesday on Kizara village 
where 48  residents were killed in apparent 
killings by cattle rustlers that have been 
terrorizing the state for some time now.  
Amongst those killed were the local chief, the 
chief imam and the head of a vigilante group in 
the village.  According to a number of on the 
ground sources, the attack is said to be linked to an on-going feud that involves cattle thieves in the 
northern state.  There were similar attacks in the region which were carried out last year.  This latest 
violence is not believed to be linked to the insurgency.    

• Meanwhile in the state of Maiduguri, suspected Islamist militants have killed at least nine school 
children in what is the second targeted attacks on students which has occurred in recent days.  
Gunmen, believed to be members of Boko Haram, opened fire on the students at a school 
located on the outskirts of Maiduguri.  According to the militant group, the attack was carried 
out in order to punish youngsters for helping the army, while some survivors  have indicated that 
the attack was in response to the emergence of vigilante groups in the town.  North-eastern 
Nigeria remains to be under a state of emergency as the government attempts to defeat an 
Islamist insurgency.  On the ground sources have reported that vigilante groups have been 
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springing up in Maiduguri, with young men 
carrying metal pipes, clubs and machetes 
while they hand over suspected militants over 
to the Nigerian army.  A military spokesman 
has stated that all those handed over to the 
army will be given a fair hearing, however with 
hundreds of people being held in detentions, 
and few coming to court, there is a danger 
that the vigilante groups could be used to 
settle scores.  This latest attack comes just 
days after a school in Damaturu was attacked 

on Sunday by suspected Boko Haram gunmen.  Thirteen people, including teachers and 
students, were killed in the attack.  

• 10 June 2013  - Local residents reported on Monday that Boko Haram militants entered a 
neighborhood in the city of Maiduguri and killed at least eleven people with weapons that were 
hidden in a coffin.  Information has been slow to emerge in the region.  This is due to the fact that 
the mobile phone network has been shut down my the a military amidst an offensive which is aimed 
at crushing the home grown terrorist group.  Military spokesman Lieutenant Colonel Sagir Musa 
confirmed that the gunmen had launched an attack on Friday evening in the Fizzan, Gwange and 
Hausari neighborhoods.  According to a resident of Hausari, ten attackers came in a pick-up truck 
with a coffin that was visible in the exposed flat-bed rear.  According to the resident, “everybody 
though they were going for burial until they alighted from their vehicle and started bringing out their 
guns.”  Conflicting reports have emerged in regards to the number of citizens killed during the raid, 
however residents have indicated that at least eleven bodies were recovered after the attack, 
including the body of a child.  Lieutenant Musa has indicated that Nigerian troops responded to the 
region on Saturday morning, when the raided insurgent “hideouts” in the targeted neighborhoods, 
noting that “five of the suspects died in a shootout as they attempted to flee.”  It is not currently 
clear whether the five dead suspects reported by Mr. Musa were amongst the dead bodies that 
were spotted by residents.  

Domestic News

• 18 June 2013  - A court in Nigeria has dismissed charges against eight of the fifteen Russian 
seamen who were arrested in October of last year for alleged illegal arms possession.  However the 
court also set a trial date for later this week for the remaining seamen.  The vessel, the MV Myre 
Seadiver, was seized in October off the coast of Lagos by a naval patrol which also detained the 
ship’s fifteen crew members.  The vessel belongs to Moscow-based Moran Group, which is a 
private security firm.  Weapons were found on the vessel, including 14 AK-47 rifles with 3,643 
rounds of ammunition as well as 22 Benelli MR1 rifles with 4,955 rounds of ammunition.  The 
defence has argued that the suspects were innocent and that the ship was contracted in order to 
provide security to vessels in the region, which has seen an increase in pirate attacks.  The defence 
also indicated that permission had been sought and was secured before the vessel entered 
Nigeria’s territorial waters.  However while eight of the accused have had their charges dropped, 
judge James Tsoho had ruled that the trial for the remaining seven suspects will be begin on Friday.  
Precise details of the decision to release eight of the suspects was not made clear however defence 
lawyer Abubakar Unegbu has stated that the charges against the eight were dropped because 
there was “overwhelming evidence” that they came to Nigeria legally, noting that “the eight are 
innocent of the charges of illegal entry into the country.  They were given visas to enter Nigeria by 
the Nigerian embassy.”  It also remains unclear why they would no longer face charges of illegal 
arms possession.  Following a written commitment by the Russian ambassador in Nigeria, the 
suspects were released on bail in February.  The court was also ordered that the vessel be released 
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after the payment of a bond, in the sum of US $500,000 was made.  In December, Russia’s foreign 
ministry indicated that it had reached a deal to secure the release of the seamen, explaining that 
Nigeria had agreed to drop the case and to preserve cordial relations between the two nations.  
However with the pursuance of going through with a trial for the remaining seven seamen, this pact, 
if it ever existed, appears to have been sidelined.    

International Developments

• 11 June 2013  - US-based Chevron has announced that it will be selling its  interest in two Nigerian 
blocks, effectively becoming the latest multi-national company to part with assets in Africa’s largest 
crude producer.  The move will see Chevron sell its forty-percent stakes in oil mining leases 83  and 
85 which are located in the shallow waters off Nigeria’s Bayelsa state in the country’s southern Niger 
Delta region.  The blocks contain the Madu and Anyala fields and are owned through a joint venture 
with Nigerian state oil firm NNPC.  Although local media has reported that the blocks contain 
reserves of some 250 million barrels of oil, Chevron has declined to provide any information.  The 
US-based company has been Nigeria’s third-largest oil producer, after Shell and Exxon.  In 2012, it 
had a daily output of 238,000 barrels of crude per day.  The move marks the latest sale of Nigerian 
assets by a multi-national company in the country’s oil industry, with a sweeping overhaul of 
regulations, royalties and taxes which have been delayed for years and which are still stuck in 
Parliament.  Shell has been seeking to sell off its stakes in several onshore blocks, in which a 
number of analysts have indicated that the British-Dutch firm appears to be willing to shift more of 
its focus offshore, where the risks of sabotage, theft and militant attacks are lower.  In November, 
French oil group Total announced the sale of its twenty-percent stake in a Nigerian offshore block to 
China’s Sinopec for US $2.5 billion.       
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International Developments

• 18 June 2013  - US President Barack Obama is planning to visit Senegal, and the greater Sahel 
region, as the country faces unprecedented security challenges from transnational jihadist groups 
such as Boko Haram in Nigeria and The Signed in Blood Brigade, which is believed to be active in 
northern Mali and Libya.  The Unites States is for the first time offering cash rewards in order to help 
track down the leaders of these and other terrorist groups which are currently active in West Africa.  
The US State Department is now offering a total of US $23  million in rewards for information leading 
to the capture of Nigerian extremist leader Abubakar Shekau, and four other top militants in the 
region.  This move reflects the severity of the threat to the region as well as the decades-old US 
strategy of containing threats in Africa through the aid of local security forces to fight them off.  
However US President Barack Obama indicated in May that America will not be opening new fronts 
in the war on terror, despite last year’s  attack on a US Consulate in Benghazi, Libya and a seizure of 
a natural gas facility in Algeria by militants earlier this year.  Instead, US military engagement on the 
African continent seems to focus solely on training missions such as the one that was conducted in 
Senegal earlier this year.  President Obama has stated that “...while we are vigilant for signs that 
these groups may pose a transnational threat, most are focused on operating in the countries and 
regions where they are based.  And that means we’ll face more localized threats like what we saw in 
Benghazi, or the BP oil facility in Algeria, in which local operatives - perhaps in loose affiliation with 
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Although there are currently no travel restrictions for Senegal, MS Risk advises  to avoid road travel 

in the Casamance region to the west of Kolda other than on the main road from Ziguinchor to Cap 

Skiring and the main road north of the Guinea-Bissau/Senegal border from Sao Domingos to 

Ziguinchor during daylight hours.  If you travel on either of these two routes, you should do so only 

during daylight hours and monitor the local security situation before travelling.  The Casamance 

region of south-western Senegal (between the southern border of Gambia and the northern border 

of Guinea-Bissau) remains affected by incidents involving armed separatist groups and banditry, 

particularly in the regions  of Bignona Sindian.  There has been an increase in clashes  between the 

Senegalese army and suspected elements  of the armed separatist group MFDC (Movement of the 

Democratic Forces  of Casamance) resulting in injuries  and deaths.  Cars  and local buses  have been 

ambushed and their passengers  robbed, sometimes violently, by armed men.  There is  currently an 

underlying threat from terrorism.  Attacks  could be indiscriminate, including in places frequented by 

expatriates  and foreign travellers.   With the ongoing French military intervention in  Mali, authorities 

in Senegal have increased security in  the capital city as well as along the border with Mali.  MS  Risk 

advises that al-Qaeda militants may cross  the border into Senegal and may target Western interests 

as well as foreigners.  



regional networks - launch periodic attacks against Western diplomats, companies and other soft 
targets, or resort to kidnapping and other criminal enterprises to fund their operations.”  

• 17 June 2013  - France has agreed to provide 700,000 euros in order to help Senegal boost its 
anti-terrorism security apparatus amidst a rising threat from Islamists linked to al-Qaeda in the Sahel 
region.  Armed militants fighting in neighboring Mali have threatened to spill-over attacks against 
Senegal in reprisal for the country’s deployment of troops to Mali and for providing military bases for 
French troops.  A statement released by Senegal’s Foreign Ministry on Monday indicated that 
French ambassador Nicolas Normand and the country’s Interior Minister General Pathe Seck were 
to sign an agreement on that day in Dakar, noting that amongst other things, the money will be used 
in order to strengthen the capacity of lawyer handling terrorism-related cases in the country.  A 
portion of the money will also be used to purchase security materials for the Senegalese police and 
gendarmerie.  The French assistance will cover a period of three years and it is expected to boost 
Senegal’s anti-terrorism unit which was established in 2003.  Over the past few months, a security 
alert along Senegal’s land borders has been described as “red” following threats that have been 
made by Islamist militants in Mali.  Consequently, joint military, gendarmerie and intelligence units 
have been deployed across the lengthy land borders with both Mali and Mauritania.  On Friday, the 
government in Senegal announced the introduction of biometric entry visas and the setting up of 
about ten additional immigration posts along its common border with the two countries.  This move 
is intended to help monitor the entry of individuals, especially those coming from outside the 
ECOWAS region.  
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Domestic News

• 20 June 2013  - Togo’s main opposition parties have decided to contest the 21 July parliamentary 
elections after having previously stated that they would not participate in the voting due to concerns 
over whether the elections would be fair or not.  According to officials of the opposition coalition, 
two key opposition politicians, former presidential candidate Jean-Pierre Fabre and ex-prime 
minister Agbeyome Kodjo, are candidates in the elections.  It was confirmed on Thursday that 
almost all political parties had sent in names of their candidates.  The head of the electoral agency, 
Angele Dola Aguigah, indicated that “we are happy to inform you that at the close of registration, the 
independent National Electoral Commission received candidatures of almost all the known and 
active political parties or groupings as well as independent candidates.”  The political parties had 
late on Wednesday filed with the electoral agency the list of their candidates for the polls in Togo.  
Opposition leader Brigitte Kafui Adjamgbo-Johnson indicated that “the Rainbo and Let’s Save Togo 
coalitions filed their papers Wednesday evening following last weekend’s meeting between 
opposition leaders and the government in power.”  The two coalitions, comprising the major 
opposition parties, had on 5 June stated that the would not be willing to take part in the election as, 
according to them, conditions for a free and fair vote were not in place.  The coalitions however took 
particular note of the release on Tuesday of ten of their members who had been charged with 
involvement in fires that ravaged two major markets in January.  Ms. Adjamagbo-Johnson further 
indicated that “talks are still ongoing because some opposition leaders who are our candidates for 
the election are still in detention.”  A total of thirty-five people, most of them members and leaders of 
the opposition, were charged with involvement in the fires.  However the opposition and a number 
of civil society figures have argued that the prosecutions are politically motivated.  The polls were 
due to be held in October of last year however they have been repeatedly delayed.  Opposition and 
civil society groups have organized a series of protests in order to demand electoral reforms, with 
many of the demonstrations being dispersed with tear gas.  
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Although there are currently no travel restrictions  for Togo, MS  Risk advises  all travellers  to the 

country to remain vigilant as  there is  a low threat from terrorism.  Currently, indiscriminate acts  could 

take place in public areas, including those that are frequented by expatriates and foreign travellers.  
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Unsuccessful Attacks/Robberies

• 19 June 2013  - Five pirates armed with machine guns boarded a general cargo ship at anchor 
between 0145 - 0245 LT while in position 09:14N - 013:57.3W, around 25 nautical miles south-
west of Conakry, Guinea.  Pirates threatened the crew, stole the ship’s cash and crew’s personal 
belongings and then escaped.  All crew members on the vessel are safe.  

• 13  June 2012 - Offshore supply vessel underway was reported attacked and boarded by pirates at 
0320 LT in position 04:20.65N - 008:02.13E, approximately 7 nautical miles south-southwest from 
the OFON oil field at 30 nautical miles off the coast of Nigeria.  It is understood that 2 speed boats 
with 2 outboards engines each carrying 14 gunmen, none of which were masked, launched the 
attack.  The pirates were armed with AK-47’s.  After stealing personal items and belongings, 
reportedly, 4 expat crew members were taken hostage, understood to be Polish (Chief Engineer) 
and 3 Indians (Captain, Chief Officer and Bosun).  

• 3  June 2013  (Late Report) - While at anchor, an unknown number of robbers attempted to board 
a Singapore-flagged chemical tanker, Rhino, while in position 06:16.50N - 003:20.7E, Lagos 
anchorage, Nigeria.  The robbers boarded through the hawse pipe via chain locker and exchanged 
gunfire with the Nigerian naval personnel on board.  The general alarm was activated and all the 
crew members on board the tanker were mustered in the citadel.  The robbers’ boat eventually left 
after 20 minutes.  None of the crew members were injured.  There were six bullet hull marks on the 
forward hull plate however nothing was stolen.  

Piracy News

• 18 June 2013  - A French sailor who was kidnapped from a tanker in Togo, when attackers sought 
to use him as a shield, has been freed in the oil-producing region of Nigeria.  Benjamin Elman 
indicated to media that he was taken as a shield when naval patrol sought to free the French-
flagged vessel on Thursday.  During a brief press conference, he indicated that “the navy officers 
negotiated the release of other crew members but...the pirates held me to ensure that they escape.”  
He then indicated that he was taken to a village and fed bread and water.  Adding that the 
kidnappers were not violent.  According to military spokesman Lieutenant Colonel Onyema 
Nwachukwu, soldiers “invaded the kidnapers’ camp and rescued him last night.. No one was 
arrested as the criminals had abandoned the camp on learning of the soldiers’ approach.”  He 
further noted that the military had acted on intelligence and that they had the cooperation of youths 
in the Amatu 1 community which is located in Bayelsa state in the Niger Delta region.  France-based 
Sea Tanker Shipping is the operator of the vessel, however the company has not made any 
comments pertaining to the release of the sailor.  On Monday, the International Maritime Bureau 
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(IMB) reported that a French-flagged tanker had been released after it was hijacked four days earlier 
in the region.  Although IMB  did not release the name of the tanker, it appears to be the same 
incident.  The owners lost contact with their vessel on Thursday while it was in the Gulf of Guinea, 
just off the coast of Togo, leading the IMB to issue a warning to other ships transiting the region.  It 
is currently unclear if a ransom was paid for the release of the French sailor.    
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About MS Risk

MS Risk is  a privately owned company domiciled in the Isle of Man. It is  underwritten by syndicate 2525 of 
Lloyd’s  of London for special risks  case management in all jurisdictions. It also acts  as  retained advisors  to 
syndicates  in the Lloyd’s  of London specialty risk insurance markets: kidnap for ransom, extortion, hijack, illegal 
detention, illegal war tax, malicious product tamper, terrorism, political and war risk.

MS Risk is  always mindful and compliant to legislation and guidelines  on the use of private security services 
including, but not limited to the US FCPA (1977), UK Bribery Act (2010), Canadian Bill C-48  (2007), ASX 8 
Corporate Governance Principles, and the World Bank/IFC Voluntary Principles  on the Use of Government and 
Private Security Forces. MS Risk is  a signatory of the Swiss  government’s International Code of Conduct. It is 
transparent and compliant to market expectations on legal and ethical conduct in the performance of services.

MS Risk has  a dedicated team of researchers, a 24/7 hotline service and a pool of trained and experienced 
consultants to support client needs.

MS Risk supports clients in a variety of business sectors with the following services:

• Security Consulting

- Risk assessments and intelligence reporting

- Planning and management

- Due diligence and investigations.  

• Project Management

- Interim security

- Training

- Special assignments

• Crisis Response

- Crisis management

- Business continuity management

- Hostile operations support to commercial interests 

• Virtual Security Director service for clients lacking a full time security executive.  
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