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Report on Somalia ~ SUMMARY
March 4 - 10, 2013 (Week 10)

Follow us on Twitter @ MS Risk_Security for regular updates
on topical security events and issues.

At Sea:

• 4 March 2013 - Liberia tanker, the Al Buhaira, was approached by 4 - 5 skiffs  

with six possible pirates on board in each.

Updates:

• 9 March 2013 - Reports  have indicated that the crew of the M/T Smyrni have 

been released with assistance from the Indian government.    

• 8 March 2013 - Five employees  of the Dubai-based Royal Grace vessel, who 

were held hostage by Somali pirates for the past year, have been released along 

with the remaining seventeen crew members.

• 6 March 2013 - A Somali man who has  been accused of attempting to hijack a Bahamian-registered oil 

tanker off the coast of Oman in March 2011, the final of the four men who were brought to Japan in order to 

be tried under the 2009 anti-piracy law, has pleaded not guilty before the Tokyo District Court.

On Land:

• 4 March 2013 - Prime Minister Abdi Farah Shirdon is  currently on a tour of regional towns  in the liberated 

areas of the country.
 

International Developments:

• 6 March 2013 - The United Nations  Security Council has voted unanimously to partially lift its  ban on selling 

arms to Somalia for a period of one year.  

• 5 March 2013 - The Red Cross  has  confirmed that two blasts  have struck the Somali district of the Kenyan 

capital, leaving at least one person wounded. 

• 4 March 2013 - Somali militants linked to al-Shabaab have urged Muslims in Kenya to boycott the upcoming 

presidential elections  and to wage war against the Kenyan military which has been stationed in Somalia since 

2011.  

About MS RISK

24 hr Global Contact:  +44 207 754 3555

www.msrisk.com

Key Statistics

• Hijacks: 0

• Attacks: 1

• Sightings: 0

• Releases: 2



Report on Somalia 
March 4 - 10, 2013 (Week 10)

At Sea:

• During this reporting period, there was on pirate related incident that was 

reported in the High Risk Area (HRA).  With the release of two vessels this 

week, and no successful hijackings in the past six months, all masters are 

advised to maintain heightened vigilance as pirate action groups (PAG’s) will  

be patrolling in the regions off the coast of Somalia, the Gulf of Aden and 

Oman as well as further out to sea.  This includes remaining vigilant when at 

anchor or when queuing as there may be a high likelihood that vessels will be 

targeted by pirates.  

• 4 March 2013 - Liberia tanker, the Al Buhaira, was approached by 4 - 5 skiffs  

with six possible pirates on board in each.  The tanker was approached 

approximately 35 nautical miles south-east of Mukalla City, Yemen.  Ladder and RPG were sighted on 

board the skiffs.  Armed security team onboard the tanker fired warning shots.  A naval unit responded to 

the alerts and arrived on scene.            

Updates:

• 9 March 2013 - Reports  have indicated that the crew of the M/T Smyrni have been released with assistance 

from the Indian government.  India’s Shipping Minister GK Vasan has  stated that “I am very happy to 

announce the release of the Indian seafarers.  Due to coordinated actions  of the Ministry of Shipping, External 

Affairs, Defence, Home Affairs, Director-General Shipping and other important agencies, yesterday we could 

get released two vessels: the MV Royal Grace hijacked in March 2012 and the MT Smyrni hijacked in May 

2012.”  The release of the Royal Grace was  announced on 8  March and it has since been reported that the 

vessel is  now heading for the port of Salalah in Oman.  Although India’s  Shipping Minister has stated that both 

vessels have been released, news of the release of the Smyrni is  yet to be confirmed by the owners  of the 

vessels.  The Smyrni was  hijacked by Somali pirates  on 10 May 2012 while in position 15:58N - 061:03E, in 

the Arabian Sea, 250 nautical miles  off the coast of Oman and 440 nautical miles off the eastern tip of Socotra 

Island.  At the time of the attack, the Smyrni was transiting in the International Recommended Transit Corridor 

(IRTC) and reportedly the vessel had no security team on board.  The vessel has a crew of twenty-six, 

comprising of fourteen Indians, eleven Filipinos  and one Romanian.  According to UKMTO reports, an 

additional seven vessels remain in pirate hands.  The MV Albedo and sixteen crew members  (several of them 

were released following a ransom payment in July 2012) have been held since 26 November 2010.  It is now 

the longest held merchant vessel.  Approximately forty-six people from fishing vessels  and dhows  remain 

hostage while a further seventeen crew members from other vessels also remain captive.     

• 8 March 2013 - Five employees  of the Dubai-based Royal Grace vessel, who were held hostage by Somali 

pirates  for the past year, have been released along with the remaining seventeen crew members.  According 

to reports, the hostages  were released by Somali pirates  after the shipping company paid a ransom.  The 

crew members  are reportedly now on their way to Oman.  The Royal Grace was  hijacked by pirates on 2 

March 2012 around 1230 GMT in position 16:43N - 059:48E, 180 nautical miles off the coast of Oman.  

Following the hijack, the vessel was moved towards  the Somali coast.  The crew members  are comprised of 

Indian, Pakistani, Bangladeshi and Nigerian nationals. Update (9 March) - The EU NAVFOR flagship, the 

ESPS Mendez Nunez, provided assistance to the crew members  onboard the chemical tanker MV Royal 

Grace after the vessel was  released by Somali pirates.  According to reports, during the early hours  of 8 

March, the ESPS Mendez Nunez was  conducting counter-piracy patrols  twenty nautical miles off the northern 

coast of Somalia when it sighted the MV Royal Grace, which was  sailing north from her pirate anchorage at a 

speed of four knots.  Shortly afterwards, the ESPS Mendez Nunez received a radio call from the master of the 

MV Royal Grace, confirming that the ship was  now free and that his  crew members  were in need of medical 

assistance as  well as food and water.  ESPS Mendez Nunez then dispatched boarding and medical teams to 
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the Royal Grace.  The MV Royal Grace is currently en route to Muscat, under the watchful eye of another EU 

Naval Force warship, the ESPS Rayo.    

• 6 March 2013 - A Somali man who has  been accused of attempting to hijack a Bahamian-registered oil 

tanker off the coast of Oman in March 2011, the final of the four men who were brought to Japan in order to 

be tried under the 2009 anti-piracy law, has  pleaded not guilty before the Tokyo District Court.  The 

defendant, whose name has been withheld due to the fact that he was  a  minor at the time of the alleged 

crime, is challenging the allegations  that have been put forth by the prosecutors.  A ruling is  set to be handed 

down on April 12.  Prosecutors  have indicated that the defendant along with the three other men boarded the 

57,462-ton Guanabara, operated by Mitsui O.S.K. Lines Ltd., on 5 March 2011, with the intention of taking 

the twenty-four crew members hostage for ransom.  The prosecutors have stated that although none of the 

crew members were injured, the men had fired their rifles  a number of times  while on board the vessel.  

Prosecutors  have stated that ‘the four including the defendant at first explained that they were seeking help 

while adrift, making sure beforehand that their stories  didn’t contradict one another.”  However lawyers  for the 

defendant have indicated that the men were hired in order to guard a ship that was travelling to Oman and 

that they sought help from the Guanabara when they experienced engine trouble on their return to Somalia.  

The lawyers further added that the men had fired several rounds into the air in order to get the crew’s 

attention.  They have also moved for dismissal on the grounds  that the men cannot receive a fair trial in japan 

due to the fact that no one can interpret directly between japanese and Somali and that proceedings were 

carried out with two interpreters:  one for Japanese and English and the other for English and Somali.       

On Land:

• 4 March 2013 - Prime Minister Abdi Farah Shirdon is  currently on a tour of regional towns  in the liberated 

areas  of the country.  His tour began on Monday when he arrived in Dusa Mareb.  Security was  increased as 

the Prime Minister visited the local station as well as the main hospital and the local court.  While in the area, 

Prime Minister Shirdon also held talks  with the local traditional elders  as  well as  officials  of Ahlu Sunna wal 

Jama’a and local businessmen on the formation of a regional authority.  The Prime Minister also discussed 

how government institutions  in the region would be established.  The Prime Minister is being accompanied by 

defence minister Abdihakim Haji Fiqi as well as interior minister Abdikarin Hussein Guled, along with other 

MP’s and army officials.  Somali National Forces along with AMISOM troops  stationed in Belet Weyne were 

dispatched to Dusa Mareb in advance of the Prime Minister’s  visit.  The Prime Minister will be going on to 

other towns that have been liberated from al-Shabaab in recent months.      

 

International Developments:

• 6 March 2013 - The United Nations  Security Council has voted unanimously to partially lift its  ban on selling 

arms  to Somalia for a period of one year.  The embargo, which is the world’s  oldest, was imposed in 1992 

and will now be partially eased for one year in order to enable the country’s  new government to purchase light 

arms  in its  fight against Islamist militants.  However while the UN Security Council did unanimously vote in the 

partial ban, a  number of countries have been reluctant in easing the ban for fear of fueling insecurity in 

Somalia.  However a  number of reports  have indicated that a  compromise seems  to have been reached in 

that there will be a lifting of the embargo on small arms for one year but the UN will keep restrictions  in place 

on heavy weapons.  The Council also voted to extend the mandate of the African Union’s  peacekeeping force 

in the country by a  year.  The government of President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud has  been pressing for the 

embargo to be lifted.  Britain’s UN ambassador Mark Lyall Grant has  indicated that “the council has  struck the 

right balance.  It sends a positive signal to President Hassan Sheikh but it continues  to give the Council 

oversight of weapons  flows into Somalia.”  Many items  will still be banned from Somalia, including surface-to-

air missiles, large-calibre guns, howitzers and cannons. 

• 5 March 2013 - The Red Cross  has  confirmed that two blasts  have struck the Somali district of the Kenyan 

capital, leaving at least one person wounded.  The blasts  came as  results were coming in from Kenya’s 

presidential polls.  The predominantly Somali district of Eastleigh has in recent months  been the target of 

several attacks which have been attributed to sympathizers of Somalia’s  al-Shabaab insurgents.  Nairobi 

police chief Benson Kibui confirmed one explosion, stating that it happened when a homemade explosive 

device was thrown at a kiosk, wounding the woman who was  inside.  The police chief added that “the device 

landed near a bar where people had been watching the election results  on television.”  The explosion 
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occurred near a mosque where a Kenyan MP was wounded in a grenade blast late last year.  Eastleigh, which 

is  often referred to as  Little Mogadishu due to its  large Somali population, has  been the target of small-scale 

attacks since Kenya sent in its  forces  into Somalia to fight al-Shabaab insurgents  in late 2011.   The Coast 

region, and the towns along Kenya’s border with Somalia, have also been hit hard by a number of hit-and-run 

attacks.  Although no group has claimed responsibility for this recent attack, a statement that was  recently 

released by al-Shabaab, which called on Kenyan Muslims  to boycott the upcoming presidential elections, may 

link the group to this most recent attack.    

• 4 March 2013 - Somali militants linked to al-Shabaab have urged Muslims in Kenya to boycott the upcoming 

presidential elections  and to wage war against the Kenyan military which has been stationed in Somalia since 

2011.  Members of al-Shabaab have called on Kenyan Muslims, who account for about eleven percent of the 

population, to boycott this  week’s  elections, indicating that the Nairobi Government has treated them as 

foreigners and as second-class  citizens.  In an al-Shabaab statement that was released this  week, the group 

stated that “your regions are the least developed in Kenya and have the least facilities.  You have been misled 

by the false promises  of the presidential candidates and the same empty promises  are repeated on every 

election campaign.”  The statement went on to say that “what is  incumbent upon you now is to...boycott the 

Kenyan elections and wage jihad against the Kenyan military for they cannot afford to continue fighting an 

invasion abroad as  well as an internal conflict at home.”  Kenya, where presidential voting began on Monday, 

has  suffered a number of violent attacks  since the country deployed its  soldiers to battle al-Shabaab militants 

in neighbouring Somalia in October 2011.  Since then, the Nairobi Government has  blamed a number of 

attacks on their soil on al-Shabaab and local sympathizers.  A majority of the attacks have occurred in the 

capital and in towns and regions located near to the Somali border.  
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About MS Risk

MS Risk is  a privately owned company domiciled in the Isle of Man. It is  underwritten by syndicate 2525 of 

Lloyd’s  of London for special risks  case management in all jurisdictions. It also acts  as  retained advisors  to 

syndicates  in the Lloyd’s  of London specialty risk insurance markets: kidnap for ransom, extortion, hijack, illegal 

detention, illegal war tax, malicious product tamper, terrorism, political and war risk.

MS Risk is  always mindful and compliant to legislation and guidelines  on the use of private security services 

including, but not limited to the US FCPA (1977), UK Bribery Act (2010), Canadian Bill C-48  (2007), ASX 8 

Corporate Governance Principles, and the World Bank/IFC Voluntary Principles  on the Use of Government and 

Private Security Forces. MS Risk is  a signatory of the Swiss  government’s International Code of Conduct. It is 

transparent and compliant to market expectations on legal and ethical conduct in the performance of services.

MS Risk has  a dedicated team of researchers, a 24/7 hotline service and a pool of trained and experienced 

consultants to support client needs.

MS Risk supports clients in a variety of business sectors with the following services:

• Security Consulting

- Risk assessments and intelligence reporting

- Planning and management

- Due diligence and investigations.  

• Project Management

- Interim security

- Training

- Special assignments

• Crisis Response

- Crisis management

- Business continuity management

- Hostile operations support to commercial interests 

• Virtual Security Director service for clients lacking a full time security executive.  

References are always available.

More information is found at www.msrisk.com 
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