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Report on Somalia ~ SUMMARY
January 7 - 13, 2013 (Week 2)

Follow us on Twitter @ MS Risk_Security for regular updates
on topical security events and issues.  

At Sea:

• 8 January 2013 - Two skiffs with 5 - 6 persons in each approached a gas 

carrier ship.

• 6 January 2013 - Six pirates in a single skiff attacked a Panama container 

ship, the MSC JASMINE, while in position 03:00N - 051:52E, approximately 

east-northeast of Mogadishu, Somalia.  

• Update - Late on Sunday evening, a NATO warship, the USS Halyburton, 

along with a EU NAVFOR ship, the FS Surcouf, worked together in order to 

disrupt a pirate vessel which is  believed to have attacked a merchant ship 

earlier in the day.

Updates:

• 8 January 2013 - India’s  Foreign Minister has  thanked Italy for keeping its  promise pertaining to two Italian 
marines who are currently on trial in India for the alleged murder of two fishermen.

Piracy Related News:

• 12 January 2013  - Government officials  in Somalia have confirmed on Saturday that Somali pirates have 
released three Syrian hostages, who have been held in captivity since 2010, without payment of a ransom. 

• 10 January 2013 - Community leaders in Somalia have confirmed that a man who was named by the United 

Nations as a pirate kingpin, has renounced crime. 

• Meanwhile sources have indicated that private security companies who provide security teams to guard 

ships  against Somali pirates  are increasingly beginning to store their weapons in what are known as 

“floating armouries” that are located in international waters  in order to avoid arms smuggling laws  when 

they dock in the various ports located in the region.  

• 7 January 2013 - A trial involving eleven suspected pirates  who were arrested by the Dutch Navy after they 

allegedly fired a rocket propelled grenade (RPG) at a merchant ship on 9 May 2012, has  begun in the 

Seychelles.

Weather Analysis:

• Over the following week, weather conditions in the High Risk Area (HRA) will continue to be poor due to the 
current monsoon.  As such, pirate activities  are likely to remain concentrated within the Gulf of Aden as  well as 
off the coast of Oman and into the Gulf of Oman.  These regions, which have seen a number of pirate attacks 
and activity over the past several weeks, will remain to be favorable for pirates  as calmer sea conditions will 
effectively enable small skiffs  and boats  to maneuver quite easily.  Pirate attack groups (PAG’s) may also be 
sited in and around the Bab el Mandeb, in the Red Sea, as  was  the case this  week.  As  such, vessels 

transiting through these regions must remain vigilant as it is  highly likely that attacks  and hijackings will take 

place in these areas.  Further out to sea, water conditions will begin to become harsher and will be more 

favorable for motherships.  Nevertheless, vessels  transiting in more open waters  must also remain vigilant.  
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Due to the fact that Somali pirates  have not successfully hijacked a vessel within the past six months, it is 

highly likely that the onset of the monsoon season will not deter them from going out to sea.  

On Land:

• 12 January 2013 - France’s  Defence Minister has  confirmed that a  French soldier and seventeen Islamists 
have been killed in a failed attempt to free a French intelligence officer who was  captured in Somalia in 2009 
and whose fate currently remains to be unclear.

Domestic News:

• 11 January 2013 - Somalia’s  President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud has  met and held discussions with high 
ranking World Bank officials at Villa Somalia. 

• 10 January 2013 - Puntland’s  President H.E. Abdirahman Mohamed Mohamud Farole has received U.S. 
Special Representative to Somalia H.E. Ambassador James C. Swan at the State House in Bossaso.  

• Meanwhile Somalia’s Foreign Minister Fowsiyo Yusuf Hagi Adan has indicated that some European 

countries are due to reopen their diplomatic missions in Mogadishu after being away for years. 
 

International Developments:

• 11 January 2013 - An official statement has  been released by United Kingdom’s  Prime Minister David 
Cameroon after he held talks with Somali President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud.    

• 10 January 2013 - The United States Navy has  announced that it has sent the guided missile destroyer USS 

Gonzalez to shore up anti-piracy operations across the Mediterranean and off the east coast of Africa.   

• Meanwhile in Kenya, rising insecurity in the country’s  Dadaab refugee camps has  resulted in hundreds of 

refugees returning home to Somalia as  residents  of the camps have indicated that gangs of bandits have 

made life too difficult for many of those who had migrated to Kenya in a bid to escape the war and famine 

back home.  

• 9 January 2013 - The Government of France has  announced that it has  pledged to give a  million Euros  (US
$1.3  million) to the International Organization for Migration (IOM) in order to help the hundreds  of thousands  of 
internally displaced persons, migrant populations and refugees in Somalia. 

• 8 January 2013 - An African Union (AU) delegation is  currently in Mogadishu in order to review the AU 

peacekeeping force mandate that is in the country.  

• Meanwhile, Dr. Augustine Mahiga, the UN Secretary-General’s  Special Representative to Somalia, met 

with Somali President on Tuesday in Mogadishu.  

• 7 January 2013 - South Africa is set to send a  Valour-Class frigate to the Mozambique Channel at the end of 
this month as part of its commitment to the African integrated maritime security strategy.  
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Report on Somalia 
January 7 - 13, 2013 (Week 2)

At Sea:

• 8 January 2013 - Two skiffs with 5 - 6 persons in each approached a gas 

carrier ship in position 12:40.2N - 043.16.1E near Bab el Mandeb in the Red 

Sea (See Map).  The alarm on the vessel was raised and anti-piracy 

measures were used.  A distress message was sent and the armed security 

team, which was present on board, fired a warning flare.  The vessel is safe. 

• 6 January 2013 - Six pirates in a single skiff attacked a Panama container 

ship, the MSC JASMINE, while in position 03:00N - 051:52E, approximately 

east-northeast of Mogadishu, Somalia (See Map).  The alarm on the container 

ship was raised and the crew members were mustered into the citadel.  The 

armed security team on board fired warning shots.  The vessel managed to 

evade being hijacked and is now safe.  

• Update - Late on Sunday evening, a NATO warship, the USS Halyburton, along with a EU NAVFOR ship, 

the FS Surcouf, worked together in order to disrupt a  pirate vessel which is believed to have attacked a 

merchant ship earlier in the day.  A Panama-flagged merchant vessel, which was en route from Salalah to 

Mombasa, was approached by a suspected pirate skiff with six people on board.  As  a result of the timely 

reactions of the security team on board the vessel, the suspected pirates had moved away and no 

personnel were injured.  The ship had some minor superficial damage however it was  free to continue 

onto Mombasa.  While the attack was  underway, the Commander of the NATO counter piracy task force, 

Rear Admiral Antonia Natale, from the Italian Navy, tasked the USS Halyburton, which was in the vicinity 

at the time, to proceed towards  the suspected pirates.  Within a  few hours, the Halyburton, along with the 

support of a German Maritime Patrol Aircraft and the EU NAVFOR FS Surcouf, located twelve suspected 

pirates  on board a  motor whaler that appeared to be acting as a mothership.  One smaller skiff which was 

located nearby.  The pirates  are now detained on board the FS Surcouf.  After the event, Rear Admiral 

Antonio Natale commented that “with such a large area  of operation, the cooperation of the whole 

counter piracy community is  an essential pre-requisite.  Today, we demonstrated yet again that we work 

best when we work together.”   

Updates:

• 8 January 2013 - India’s  Foreign Minister has  thanked Italy for keeping its  promise pertaining to two Italian 
marines who are currently on trial in India for the alleged murder of two fishermen.  In a statement released by 
Salman Khurshid, he indicated that his “thanks go to the two soldiers  and the Italian government for 
respecting the deal.”  Adding that “this  strengthens faith in our system and in Italy’s.”  In December the Kerala 
High Court had granted the soldiers a two week permit that allowed them to spend Christmas  with their 
families  in southern Italy.  Massimiliano Latorre and Salvatore Girone have been at the centre of a  diplomatic 
row between the two countries  in which Italy has claimed that it should have jurisdiction over the case as the 
alleged killings  took place aboard an Italian merchant ship that the marines were guarding.  Rome also argues 
that the marines should be exempt from prosecution in India as  they were military personnel working on an 
anti-piracy mission.  However India’s  Supreme Court has repeatedly put off giving a  verdict on the case’s 
jurisdiction and last month, Indian authorities confirmed that it would take at least another three months  before 
a ruling was handed down.  Prosectors  in Rome have opened an investigation into the case in which Latorre 
and Girone are being probed for manslaughter.  

Piracy Related News:

• 12 January 2013  - Government officials  in Somalia have confirmed on Saturday that Somali pirates have 
released three Syrian hostages, who have been held in captivity since 2010, without payment of a ransom.  
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The three were part of nineteen crew members on board the Panama-flagged, United Arab Emirates-owned 
bulk cargo vessel that was  captured in December 2010 some 400 miles  northeast of the Seychelles.  
Although the ship was released in October 2012, after pirates received US $400,000, six of the crew 
members  were detained in a  bid to attain more money.  Mohamed Aden Tiicey, the President of the 
Government of Adado region in Somalia  has indicated that no ransom was paid and that the government had 
agreed with the pirates to surrender, hand over their weapons  and to release the hostages  without gaining any 
money.  

• 10 January 2013 - Community leaders in Somalia have confirmed that a man who was named by the United 

Nations  as a pirate kingpin, has  renounced crime.  Mohamed Abdi Hassan, nicknamed “Afweyneh” which 

means Big Mouth in Somali, has  indicated that after years  of capturing vessels  for ransom off the coast of 

Somalia, he has agreed to stop.  Mr. Hassan made the announcement in the town of Adado, which is  located 

in the central region of Somalia and which has  seen a number of pirate hostages  being held their.  British 

couple Paul and Rachel Chandler were held in Adado for more than a year after they were seized from their 

yacht off the Seychelles in 2009.  In a news  conference that was  held in Adado, Mr. Hassan indicated that 

“after being in piracy for eight years, I have decided to renounce and quit, and from today on I will not be 

involved in this  gang activity.”  he continued by stating that “I have also been encouraging many of my 

colleagues  to renounce piracy to, and they have done it.”  Adado’s  administration chief, Mohamed Adan, has  

indicated that other top pirates have agreed to disarm.  In a UN monitoring group report that was released last 

year, it was  alleged that Mr. Hassan was “one of the most notorious  and influential leaders of the Hobyo-

Haradhere Piracy network.”  The report also revealed that a  former president had given him diplomatic status 

and a diplomatic passport as an inducement to give up his  pirate network.  According to sources, Mr. 

Hassan’s  pirates  were involved in the 2009 capture of a Ukrainian vessel, the MV Faina, which was carrying 

Russian-made tanks  and weapons.  It was  freed after a US $3.2m (£2m) ransom was paid following months 

of negotiations.  Sources  have also indicated that the 2008  hijacking of the Saudi-owned Sirius  star 

supertanker is  also believed to be attributed to Mr. Hassan’s men.  The tanker, which at the time was  carrying 

two million barrels  of oil, was  released after two months.  It is  believed that a US $3m ransom was payed 

which was parachuted onto the deck of the ship by helicopter.  

• Meanwhile sources have indicated that private security companies who provide security teams to guard 

ships  against Somali pirates  are increasingly beginning to store their weapons in what are known as 

“floating armouries” that are located in international waters  in order to avoid arms smuggling laws  when 

they dock in the various ports located in the region.  EU naval forces  have confirmed that about twenty 

ships  have been stocked with assault rifles and other small arms  as  well as  ammunition, body armour and 

night vision goggles and are scattered around the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden and the Indian Ocean.  

Although the current legal status  of these armouries  is  unclear, concerns are beginning to rise that with an 

absence of regulation, these “floating armouries” will become vulnerable to attack from the very pirates 

that they are intended to guard against.  The Security Association for the Maritime Industry has  noted that 

while “some armouries  are effective, some are not” as  they are poorly run and could be at a heightened 

risk of looting.  Although the presence of armed guards on board ships has helped in dramatically 

reducing the number of successful hijackings  that have occurred throughout the past year, the use of 

such guards  has raised problems  pertaining to the legality of the arms  that are being used.  Carrying 

weapons into a country can be considered as  arms smuggling, using weapons without a  license, 

breaching an arms  embargo (especially in Somalia) and other offenses.  Furthermore, some countries that 

allow ships  to enter their ports with armed guards  may not allow them to leave with their weapons.  Prior 

to these “floating armouries” being introduced, security companies either went through the costly and 

complicated process of using a handful of officially approved onshore armouries, or would get around the 

whole issue by purchasing guns  illegally from Yemen, which would then be dumped at sea before the 

vessel entered the port.  However with such armouries  in place, these vessels will be able to drop their 

weapons off at the armoury and collect them again when they head back to sea.  In essence, the use of 

such armouries  will effectively enable private security companies  to avoid the bureaucracy of local ports.  

In turn, they will save on port costs and they will not waste time deviating to ports to collect guards.  

Avant Garde Maritime Services  (AGMS), a  Sri Lankan company that works  in partnership with the 

country’s  government, is  one of the major operators of such floating armouries.  AGMS charges US $25 
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per day in order to store the weapons  and ammunition.  It has  800 - 1,000 movements  on and off the 

armouries  every month.  However while AGMS indicates  that they provide the necessary security in order 

to ensure that their armouries  will not fall prey to Somali pirates  in the region, some floating armouries do 

not have the proper storage for weapons, nor do they have the adequate number of watchmen  and 

space for their guards  to sleep inside.  This  has resulted in rising concerns  that poorly run armouries will 

be more likely to be attacked by pirates - thereby adding to a problem that they are supposed to be 

stopping - or to be used as a  way of storing or smuggling illegal weapons.  Furthermore, there is also a 

growing concern that the weapons  could be commandeered by terrorist groups who are operating in the 

region.  However despite these concerns, reports  are indicating that many governments  are continuing to 

ignore the problem and are using such armouries  regardless of the standard of security.  For now, British 

security companies are not authorized to use them however the government has indicated that it is 

considering whether to officially approve the use of Sri Lankan armouries.  The FCO has  indicated that 

they were “considering discussions  with interested parties, including the Sri Lankan authorities.  We are 

determined to find a solution that allows British companies  to compete for contracts  in a  fair and 

transparent manner that respects legitimate security considerations.”    

• 7 January 2013 - A trial involving eleven suspected pirates  who were arrested by the Dutch Navy after they 

allegedly fired a rocket propelled grenade (RPG) at a merchant ship on 9 May 2012, has  begun in the 

Seychelles.  During the operation, Dutch naval officers  - some of whom were in court in order to provide 

evidence - also rescued seventeen sailors from Pakistan and Iran who were allegedly held by the suspects  on 

a dhow near Somalia.  The court, which is  being presided over by Supreme Court judge Mohan Burhan, 

heard that the grenade that was  fired went through the wheelhouse of the dhow however it did not explode.  

Following their arrest, the Dutch Ministry of Defence indicated that their warship, the Van Amstel, had come 

across  the dhow when its  helicopter had carried out a reconnaissance flight in the area.  In a statement which 

was  provided to the court, the Dutch Ministry of Defence indicated that “the dhow was pulling two smaller 

skiffs  carrying ladders behind it, but the suspected pirates threw them overboard once they noticed they were 

discovered...the Van Amstel headed to the location and made radio contact.  The dhow then stopped.”  The 

marines then took eleven suspected pirates  into custody and seized weapons, ammunition and other items 

which could be used in piracy.  The suspected pirates were then transferred onto the frigate.  The Seychelles 

later agreed to prosecute the Somali pirates, citing that most pirates  are eventually released as  many 

countries  either cannot, or do not want, to prosecute them.    This statement by the Seychelles  highlighted a 

similar operation which had taken place in February 2012.  It was carried out by the Danish warship Absalon.  

Although several hostages were rescued, two died in the incident however none of the nearby countries  were 

willing to prosecute the pirates who had been arrested during the operation.  This  resulted in the seventeen 

suspects who were involved in the incident being released in April.  
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Weather Analysis:

• Gulf of Aden - East winds  of 5 - 10 knots and seas  of 1- 3  feet in the western portion of the Gulf; with 
northeast winds of 10 - 15 knots and seas of 2 - 4 feet in the eastern portion of the Gulf. 

• Extended Forecast - East winds  of 5 - 10 knots and seas of 1 - 3 feet in the Western portion of the Gulf; 

with northeast winds of 10 - 15 knots and seas of 2 - 4 feet in the eastern portion of the Gulf.  

• Somali Coast - Northeast winds of 15 - 20 knots and seas of 3 - 5 feet. 

• Extended Forecast -  Northeast winds of 15 - 10 knots with seas of 3 - 5 feet. 

• Arabian Sea - Northeast winds of 5 - 10 knots and seas of 2 - 4 feet. 

• Extended Forecast - Northeast winds of 10 - 15 knots and seas of 3 - 5 feet.  

• Central African Coast/Indian Ocean - Northerly winds of 5 - 10 knots with seas of 2 - 4 feet. 

• Extended Forecast - Northeast winds of 10 - 15 knots with seas of 3 - 5 feet. 

• Mozambique Channel - Northeast winds of 15 - 20 knots and seas of 2 - 4 feet in the northern portion of 

the Channel; in the southern Channel, winds will be northeast at 15 - 20 knots, with seas of 3 - 5 feet.  

• Extended Forecast - Southeast winds of 10 - 15 knots  and seas  of 3  - 5 feet in the northern Channel; 

with southeast winds of 15 - 20 knots and seas of 7 - 9 feet in the southern Channel.  

• Surface Currents - The northern Arabian Sea, Gulf of Aden and the Mozambique Channel currents  are 

variable with most areas averaging speeds  of less  than 1 knot.  Current speeds along the Somali Basin are 

averaging between 1 and 2 knots.  
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Sea Conditions For This Week:

*** In this  graphic, the green shading represents a 

reduced likelihood of small boats  and skiffs  operating in 

the area due to harsh sea conditions, while the red 

indicates a higher likelihood of favorable sea conditions 

for skiffs and smaller boats ***

24 hr Global Contact:  +44 207 754 3555

www.msrisk.com



On Land:

• 12 January 2013 - France’s  Defence Minister has  confirmed that a  French soldier and seventeen Islamists 
have been killed in a failed attempt to free a French intelligence officer who was  captured in Somalia in 2009 
and whose fate currently remains to be unclear.  According to Defence Minister Jean-Yves  Le Drian, the 
overnight operation involved fifty troops and at least five helicopters  all working to free the intelligence agent, 
given the alias  of Denis  Allex.  The operation was launched by elite forces from the DGSE secret service.  Le 
Drian indicated to media in Paris  that “all indications are that Allex 
was  killed by his  captors.”  He added that one French soldier was 
also killed during the mission while another is  still missing.  
However al-Shabaab, who has  been holding Mr. Allex for more 
than three years, has  denied Mr. Le Drian’s  assertion that the 
hostage was killed by his  captors  during the raid.  Al-Shabaab 
further indicated that they have captured a member of the 
commando team however they would provide no additional 
information.  A statement later released by al-Shabaab indicated 
that the battle had lasted for 45 minutes  and that they had 
managed to repel the French forces  which had taken part in the 
operation.  The statement concludes by indicating that al-Shabaab “assures the French people that it will give 
its  final verdict regarding the fate of Denis  Allex within two days.”  According to Mr. Le Drian, the raid occurred 
in Bulomarer, which is  located some 110 km (70 miles) south of Mogadishu.  It was  sparked by the 
“intransigence of the terrorists  who have refused to negotiate for three and a  half  years  and were holding 
Denis Allex in inhuman conditions.”  During the operation, helicopters  had attacked a house, based on the 

assumption that Allex was  being held at the location.  The 
failed operation to rescue the intelligence agent comes  on 
the same day that President Francois  Hollande announced 
that French troops had launched airstrikes  on Islamist 
militants who have taken over the northern regions of Mali.  
Mr. Le Drian noted that the two operations are not 
connected.  Denis  Allex is  one of nine French hostages 
currently being held in Africa, in which at least six are being 
held by al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM).  According 
to a French expert who was involved in several hostage 
negotiations, “talks with the Somali Islamists had become 
impossible due to the huge ransom demanded and the 

marked opposition of the Americans  to the payment of ransom.”  The expert concluded that “Denis  Allex 
became a human shield and an operation had become indispensable.”  A source close to the case indicated 
that the DGSE had been preparing a raid to free Allex for more than one year, adding that the plans  had ”been 
cancelled at the last minute three or four times  as  we did not have a solid confirmation of his location.”  Denis 
Allex and a  colleague of his were kidnapped in Somalia on Bastille day in July 2009.  The second hostage, 
named as  Marc Aubriere, was freed in August in what the French government at the time indicated was  an 
escape.  In June 2010, Allex appeared in a video where he appealed to Paris  to drop its  support for the 
Somali government.  His  last video appearance was  in October 2012, where he appeared looking gaunt and 
called on French President Hollande to work for his  release.  Unfortunately for France, this is not the first 
operation that has gone wrong in recent history.  Other operations include a failed joint raid with Niger forces 
in 2011 which resulted in both hostages being killed.  Another operation in Mali led to the hostage’s  execution.  
In 2009, French commandos  launched a raid to free a French family whose yacht had been hijacked by 
Somali pirates.  Although the French troops  were able to successfully retake the boat, they accidentally shot 
the father.   

Domestic News:

• 11 January 2013 - Somalia’s  President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud has  met and held discussions with high 
ranking World Bank officials  at Villa  Somalia.  The official meetings were organized in order to discuss 
Somalia’s  engagement with the World Bank.  The World Bank delegation, which was  led by Country Director 
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Ms. Bella Bird, met with the President and the Minister of Finance, Mohamud Suleyman along with other 
senior government officials.  During the meetings, President Mohamud explained that after twenty-two years 
of absence caused by conflict, the Somali government was  now ready to engage with the World Bank and 
other international financial institutions.  The President, who underlined his optimism about future 
engagements  with the international community, also briefed the World Bank team about the various  recent 
changes  that have taken place throughout the country.  He noted that many countries had now signed 
bilateral agreements  with Somalia  and that more would be signed in the near future.  In turn, some countries, 
such as Japan, have chosen to directly recognize and support the government.  

• 10 January 2013 - Puntland’s  President H.E. Abdirahman Mohamed Mohamud Farole has received U.S. 
Special Representative to Somalia  H.E. Ambassador James  C. Swan at the State House in Bossaso.  
Puntland Cabinet Ministers welcomed the US delegation at Bossaso International Airport.  The US delegation 
then met with the President in order to discuss a range of topics.  Puntland Finance Minister Farah Ali jama, 
along with Ports  Minister Said Mohamed Rage and Security Minister Khalif Issa Mudan joined President Farole 
during the discussions  which covered issues  related to security and stabilization efforts  as  well as 
humanitarian aid programmes, the constitutional adoption in Puntland and the ongoing democratization 
process as  well as  national developments since the emergence of the Somali Federal Government in August 
2012.  Ambassador Swan commended the Puntland Government for its  increasing stability and for playing a 
key role during the transition process in Somalia.  Ambassador Swan also extended his congratulations to 
Puntland for its  successful rescue operation which saw twenty-two hostages  from six countries  aboard the 
vessel MV Iceberg 1 being freed after nearly three years  of captivity.  In turn, President Farole recognized and 
was  encouraged by the instrumental role that the US government has  played, and continues to play, in 
Somalia, particularly through humanitarian aid programmes and support for political and stabilization efforts 
that are currently taking place throughout the country.  

• Meanwhile Somalia’s Foreign Minister Fowsiyo Yusuf Hagi Adan has indicated that some European 

countries  are due to reopen their diplomatic missions  in Mogadishu after being away for years.  Mrs. Adan 

indicated that countries  such as  the United Kingdom, Italy and China  are currently planning to reopen 

their embassies  very soon in the capital city.  The foreign minister, who is  currently in Europe on an official 

tour, stated that the Somali government is  encouraging other countries to reopen their embassies and to 

follow the likes of Turkey, Ethiopia  and Djibouti which are already based in Mogadishu.  Over the past 

month, security of the capital has  improved rapidly as government forces  and AMISOM troops  have 

doubled their security operations  in and around the capital in a bid to stop al-Shabaab militants  from 

attacking the city.  The result of these increased security measure has  resulted in many moving back to 

the capital city in order to open new businesses and to invest in the country’s economy.  
 

International Developments:

• 11 January 2013 - An official statement has  been released by United Kingdom’s  Prime Minister David 
Cameroon after he held talks with Somali President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud.  In a statement released by a 
No. 10 spokesperson, “the Prime Minister spoke to President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud of Somalia yesterday 
to discuss progress  in the country since the President's election.”  The statement when onto indicate that the 
Prime Minister had congratulated the President on what he has already achieved, including improvements in 
security and an action plan that will prevent violence against women.  The two leaders also discussed the 
successful action that had forced al-Shabaab into retreat.  The statement concluded by indicating that the 
leaders had confirmed that the UK and Somali governments will co-host an international conference on 
Somalia that is  set to take place on 7 May in the UK.  This  will build on last year’s  successful meeting in 
London.  It will also help sustain international support for the progress  that is  being made by the Somali 
government.  The Prime Minister also indicated that he would use the UK’s Presidency of the G8  this  year in 
order to “reinforce further support for the efforts  of the Somali government to build a strong, prosperous and 
democratic country.”   

• 10 January 2013 - The United States Navy has  announced that it has sent the guided missile destroyer USS 

Gonzalez to shore up anti-piracy operations  across  the Mediterranean and off  the east coast of Africa.  The 

destroyer deployed on Friday from the Naval Station in Norfolk, Virginia and it is  expected to help police one of 

the world’s  most dangerous  regions  for piracy.  The USS Gonzalez will serve under the Navy’s  6th Fleet, which 

monitors  Europe and Africa.  The ship, which is  expected to make port stops  throughout the Mediterranean 
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and Africa, will be led by Cmdr. Christopher Inskeep.  The USS Gonzalez is replacing the destroyer USS 

Oscar Austin, which deployed to the region in July 2012.  Service-members aboard the Oscar Austin made 

headlines  in November when they tamed up with the Iranian Coast Guard to rescue two Iranian fishermen 

who were floating on a life raft in the Arabian Gulf.   

• Meanwhile in Kenya, rising insecurity in the country’s  Dadaab refugee camps has  resulted in hundreds of 

refugees returning home to Somalia as  residents  of the camps have indicated that gangs of bandits have 

made life too difficult for many of those who had migrated to Kenya in a bid to escape the war and famine 

back home.  Although the Dadaab refugee camps, which are located in northeastern Kenya, were 

supposed to be a sanctuary for Somalis  escaping violence and food shortages at home, in recent years 

the refugees at these camps  have increasingly come under threat.  Abdirisack Mohammed, a  journalist 

and refugee who has lived in Dadaab for the past twenty-one years, indicated that insecurity had become 

particularly bad in the Ifo and Ifo 2 camps, which mostly house refugees  who fled the famine in Somalia in 

2011.  Violence has  become a regular occurrence in Dadaab and reports have indicated that bandits 

have been going around at night, demanding money and attacking camp residents.  Earlier this  week, two 

people were killed in a grenade attack at the Dagahaley camp while a home-made bomb blast in 

December injured one person at the Ifo 2 camp.  The United Nations  refugee agency (UNHCR), which 

oversees  the camps, has  indicated that it is  not clear if those behind the attacks are from within Kenya or 

whether they are militants who have crossed the border from Somalia.  According to UNHCR External 

Relations  Officer Mans  Nyberg, about one hundred people are leaving the camps  each day as  a  result of 

the security issues.  Tensions  between Somali’s  and Kenyans have also been increasing as  the Kenyan 

government has been putting pressure on Somali refugees  who have been blamed for contributing to the 

violence that has  been occurring throughout the country.  In December 2012, the head of Kenya’s  refugee 

agency ordered that all refugees living in Nairobi and other cities around Kenya either relocate or return to 

the Dadaab camps, which already hold nearly 450,000.  This  was  the result of an increasing number of 

attacks which have often targeted Kenyan government installations  and personnel.  Furthermore, Kenyan 

security forces  have also been killed in the town of Garissa, which is  located about 100 km from Dadaab.  

Such attacks and killings  have only exacerbated the already fragile relations  between Somalis  and 

Kenyans.       

• 9 January 2013 - The Government of France has  announced that it has  pledged to give a  million Euros  (US
$1.3  million) to the International Organization for Migration (IOM) in order to help the hundreds  of thousands  of 
internally displaced persons, migrant populations and refugees in Somalia.  In a statement that was released 
by the IOM, the aid will enable the body to carry out a  year-long stabilization project that is  aimed at providing 
support for the displaced and those who are currently sheltering them.  The IOM Somalia’s  Chief of Mission, 
Ali Abdi, has  applauded France’s  commitment to seizing the right moment and to showing the foresight to 
assist Somalia’s stabilization process.  Mr. Abdi further indicated that the aid will mean that the IOM in Somalia 
will now be able to “establish border health posts  on the Somali-Kenyan and Somali-Ethiopian borders” and 
provide effective service to “very vulnerable migrant populations.”  After the announcement of the donation, 
French ambassador to Kenya, Ambassador Etienne de Poncins  expressed his belief that “the current positive 
trends in Somalia, both the political process  and the security situation, must be seized upon.”  He went on to 
further underline the value of the French government in providing “further assistance for stabilization in 
Somalia,” particularly to the IOM which is  working in close partnership with the Somali Government.  Currently, 
there is  an estimated 1.5 million displaced people in Somalia.  Another million refugees  are also estimated to 
have fled the country, most of which have gone to Kenya and Ethiopia.   

• 8 January 2013 - An African Union (AU) delegation is  currently in Mogadishu in order to review the AU 

peacekeeping force mandate that is in the country.  The six-member team, which is  led by Mohamed Saleh 

Annatif along with the special representative of the AU Commission for Somalia, arrived in the capital city on 

Tuesday.  So far, they have held talks  with the President, Prime Minister and several other ministers  and 

officials  in the Villa Somalia.  The first unit of peacekeepers that arrived in Somalia was deployed by Uganda in 

2007.  Since then, Burundi, Kenya  and Djibouti have all sent troops in a bid to stabilize the country in the face 

of  a tough opposition from al-Shabaab militants.  According to Mr. Annatif, the review was  prompted by last 

year’s  political development in Somalia in which the country moved from a transitional administration to a 
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permanent one.  He went on to add that the team will later meet in Addis Ababa before making its  relevant 

recommendations to the AU and the United Nations.    

• Meanwhile, Dr. Augustine Mahiga, the UN Secretary-General’s  Special Representative to Somalia, met 

with Somali President on Tuesday in Mogadishu.  The diplomat was  in the capital in order to explain to 

Somali officials  the new modalities of how the UN Bodies  will be working with the Somali government.  

Although Dr. Mahiga did not elaborate he did indicate that the UN will be adopting a fresh approach to 

supporting Somalia.  

• 7 January 2013 - South Africa is set to send a  Valour-Class frigate to the Mozambique Channel at the end of 
this  month as  part of its  commitment to the African integrated maritime security strategy.  Due to the fact that 
there has  not been a  South African Navy presence in the channel for a number of months, mainly due to the 
unavailability of suitable platforms, the SAS Drakensberg was tasked with anti-piracy patrol duties  while other 
frigates were busy with multinational exercises.  Reliable naval sources have indicated that the SAS Amatola 
will be next to take up station in the Mozambique Channel.  The vessel took part in last years  Atlasur and 
Ibsamar exercises  and is  currently undergoing final preparations for transit to and station in the Channel.  The 
South African Navy has  maintained anti-piracy patrol duties in the Mozambique Channel since early 2011 as 
part of Operation Copper.  The SA National Defence Force’s  anti-piracy efforts  also include a 35 Squadron 
C-47TP maritime reconnaissance aircraft, a detachment from the Navy’s  maritime reaction squadron and SA 
Army and SA Air Force support based at Pemba.  In May of 2012, maritime reaction squadron member Able 
Seaman Thulani Mbuli became the first South African to die in an anti-piracy operation.  He fell into the sea 
while disembarking the SAS Drakensberg ahead of inspection of an Iranian registered dhow which had been 
targeted as “a vessel of interest” by intelligence sources.  Although Fellow squadron members had attempted 
to rescue him, those attempts were unsuccessful.    
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